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Such has been our experience at Valley Children’s Healthcare this 

year. The Valley Children’s story began more than 70 years ago, 

when five young mothers decided – simply, clearly and with few 

doubts that they would succeed – that the Valley needed a hospital 

just for children. From that vision, the Valley Children’s Healthcare 

network that we know today emerged.

We lost the last of our five founding 
mothers – Carolyn Giffen Peck – on February 
18, 2019. Simply stated, Mrs. Peck was our 
inspiration. The joy on her face as she visited 
the hospital, the awe in her expression as she 
looked at what her vision had become and 
the gratitude she reflected in the difference 
she was able to make in the lives of literally 
hundreds of thousands of kids over the last 70 
years are gifts we will always treasure. There 
are few words to express our thanks to 
Mrs. Peck and each of our five founding 
mothers as we carry out their vision every 
single day.

Going forward, perhaps the most 
meaningful tribute to Mrs. Peck and our 
founding mothers is our daily commitment to 
improving the health of the Valley’s children 
and our work to imagine the next 70 years of 
world-class pediatric care in the Central Valley 
and beyond.

For many, you have received and read 
the annual reports of Valley Children’s for 
years. This year you will find something 
different. Let me explain.

For starters, we are shifting the focus to 
our annual impact. Our commitment to the 
Valley’s children is to help solve their health 

challenges – the simplest and the most 
complex alike – both within our four walls 
and outside where they live, learn and play. In 
this inaugural annual impact report, we will 
chronicle the challenges our kids face and, 
over time, how the work of our physicians, 
staff and leadership is making a difference in 
those challenges.

Second, we will introduce more 
communication throughout the year so 
that we can report on our progress – our 
successes, our challenges and the difference 
each of you will help us make in that work. 
The best way to measure change is to report 
it, and we are committed to that for our 
patients, our families and our communities.

The work of improving the health of 
children in this Valley was started by five 
young moms more than 70 years ago. This 
next generation of our work is our tribute to 
their legacy.

With gratitude,

Todd A. Suntrapak
President and CEO

LETTER FROM THE CEO 

There are milestones in the life of 
every organization that present us 
with opportunities to both reflect on 
our history and to imagine the next 
generation of the work we will do to 
care for our families’ most precious 
gift: their children.

Carolyn Peck, the last of the 
five founding mothers, passed 

away on February 18, 2019.

Todd Suntrapak and Mrs. Peck, 2015

4
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F
rom high rates of obesity 
and child abuse to 
poor access to primary 
healthcare, Central 
California children and 

their families face many challenges 
in striving to live healthy, productive 
lives. The implications of these 
challenges are significant, often 
resulting in unnecessary and 
preventable illnesses, frequent visits 
to hospital emergency rooms and 
missed days at school and at work. 
Healthcare providers must carefully 
consider the many needs that exist 
and determine which are the most 
critical and which they are best 
equipped to address.1 

As the only comprehensive 
pediatric specialty care network of its 
kind in all of Central California, Valley 
Children’s is uniquely positioned to 
address many of these challenges 
and to help ensure a positive future 
for our region’s children. In fact, 
it reflects the very heart of Valley 
Children’s mission: to continuously 
improve the health of kids across 
the continuum of care - from inside 
the hospital and outside into the 
communities where our kids live, 
learn and play.

Following is a brief summary 
of the most critical needs or issues 
adversely impacting child health 
and wellness in our region, and 
some of the ways Valley Children’s 
is attempting to bend the curve in 
favor of children.

ADVERSE CHILDHOOD 
EXPERIENCES
Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) - 
stressful or traumatic events children 
experience before the age of 18 - affect 18 
percent of Fresno County children, placing 
these children at a higher risk for health, 
behavioral and learning difficulties.2

TOP10 ISSUES

CHILD ABUSE
Children who are abused or neglected 
are more likely to experience cognitive, 
emotional and behavioral problems.4  
Kern County has one of our region’s 
highest rates of child abuse and neglect. 4

ASTHMA
Asthma is the most common chronic disease in 
children, and more than 25 percent of children 
living in Kings, Merced and San Joaquin counties 
have been diagnosed with asthma. In the Central 
Valley, persistent poverty and air pollution 
levels combine to produce the highest rates of 
emergency room visits for childhood asthma 
across the state of California.3

CHILDHOOD OBESITY
More than 40 percent of fifth graders in 
Fresno, Kings, Madera and Tulare counties are 
overweight or obese. In addition, there are 
large variations across communities; African-
American and Latino children continue to 
have higher obesity rates than Caucasians 
and Asian-Americans. 

A Closer Look:

Valley Children’s is facilitating 

a regional approach to 

reducing the childhood 

obesity epidemic in 

the Central Valley. The 

“Communities for Healthy 

Kids” initiative is a multi-

sector partnership between 

healthcare providers, health 

plans, schools, community-

based organizations, public 

health departments and the 

agriculture industry 

to increase access to 

and consumption of healthy 

foods and beverages, and to 

increase opportunities and 

participation in 

physical activity.

1
The State of Our Children
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MENTAL HEALTH 
Emotional health is an integral part of overall 
health, and there is strong evidence linking physical 
and mental health. Depression is one of the most 
common emotional health problems among youth; 
one in three ninth graders in the Central Valley has 
had depression-related feelings. In addition, suicide 
is the second leading cause of death among young 
people ages 15-24, and Kern and Tulare counties have 
some of California’s highest youth suicide rates.

POVERTY
California’s highest poverty rates are in 
the Central Valley, and in Fresno County 
40 percent of children live in poverty. 
The effects of poverty on child health 
and wellbeing are well established and 
evident across our region.  

6
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FOOD INSECURITY
Food insecure families lack reliable access 
to a sufficient quantity of affordable and 
nutritious food, and individuals faced with 
unhealthy food choices often have worse health 
outcomes. In Merced County, almost one in 
three children experience food insecurity and it 
disproportionately affects low-income families.

A Closer Look: 

Valley Children’s is committed 

to ensuring children and 

families have access to 

nutritious food choices that will 

improve their outlook for good 

health and wellbeing. In Fresno 

County, the Valley Children’s 

team at Dakota Pediatrics 

screens patients for food 

insecurity, and families found 

to be at risk are connected to 

nutrition and emergency food 

resources. A similar program is 

underway in Merced County, 

where food insecurity is a 

widespread problem.

9
PRETERM BIRTH
Fresno County has one of California’s highest rates of 
prematurity with one out of every nine babies born too 
early. Premature birth can cause serious physical and mental 
disabilities – even death – before a baby’s first birthday.

UNINTENTIONAL INJURY 
HOSPITALIZATIONS
Fresno County has one of the highest numbers 
of hospital discharges for non-fatal unintentional 
injuries in children ages 1-4. For many children, 
injury can lead to chronic pain, depression, 
disability and decreased ability to participate 
in educational and social activities. Leading 
causes of child injury include vehicle crashes, 
suffocation, drowning, poisoning, fires and falls.5 
Most unintentional injuries are preventable, and 
many can be addressed by policies and programs 
focused on safety.

HEALTH DISPARITIES
Where we live shouldn’t determine how long or how well we live, but 
unfortunately in many parts of our service region, a child’s ZIP code 
has a large impact on their health outcomes. In many of our counties, 
children don’t have access to healthy food, clean drinking water or safe 
places to exercise or play. These factors continue to create barriers in 
enabling children to live the healthiest life possible.

COUNTY HEALTH RANKINGS

The annual rankings, a collaboration between the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation and the University of Wisconsin Population 

Health Institute, provide a revealing snapshot of how health is 

influenced by where we live, learn, work and play. 

County rankings are out of 58. Counties identified represent those primarily served in Valley Children’s Healthcare network.

10
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Kern 52
Fresno 51
Tulare 50

San Joaquin 46
Merced 45

Madera 40

Stanislaus 38

Mariposa 34
Kings 33

Sacramento 31

Santa Barbara 18

San Luis Obispo 13

1 Valley Children’s Healthcare Community Benefit Report
2 kidsdata.org
3 Environmental Health Investigations Branch, California Dept. of Public Health. Accessed via asthmastoryca.org
4  Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2013). Long-term consequences of child abuse and neglect. U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services, Children’s Bureau. Retrieved from: childwelfare.gov/pubs/
factsheets/long-term-consequences

5  National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. (2012). National action plan for child injury prevention. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

The State of Our Children
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Quality 
Metrics
While numbers and statistics are only a few measures 

of a hospital’s quality, they are essential in monitoring 

specific areas of performance and patient outcomes – 

particularly as they improve over time. Valley Children’s 

singular focus on quality and patient safety in every 

aspect of our care has resulted in continuous and 

significant improvement in our quality outcomes. With 

our dedicated staff and innovative systems functioning 

at peak performance, Valley Children’s continues to 

distinguish itself as one of the best places in the country 

for pediatric care – right here in the Central Valley.

the best quality. period.

* Based on FY2012-FY2018 data (Resource link: 

leapfroggroup.org/ratings-reports/competitive-

benchmarking)

The Leapfrog Group Hospital Survey collects safety, 
quality and resource use information biannually 
from 1,900 hospitals. In the Leapfrog Group Report, 
Valley Children’s achieved the best performance 
rating (four bars) in the following metrics:

INPATIENT CARE MANAGEMENT

• Steps to Avoid Harm 
• Never Events Management
•  Appropriate Use of Antibiotics 

in Hospitals
•  Specially Trained Doctors Care 

for ICU Patients

Quality

MEDICATION SAFETY 

•  Doctors Order Medication 
Through a Computer

• Safe Medication Administration

INFECTIONS AND INJURIES

• Urinary Catheter Infections 
• MRSA Infections

getting 
to zero

933
244

95%

80%

97%

REDUCTION

COMPLIANCE

Hand Hygiene

DAYS WITHOUT

DAYS WITHOUT

REDUCTION

REDUCTION

in Surgical Site Infections (SSI)*

Ventilator-Associated 
Pneumonia (VAP)
as of February 26, 2019 Any serious safety events 

as of February 26, 2019

as of January 29, 2019

in Catheter-Associated Urinary 
Tract Infections (CAUTI)*

in Central Line-Associated 
Bloodstream Infections (CLABSI)*

80%

11
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simulation
medicine

The scene is a familiar one in a hospital. Bright fluorescent 

lights. Monitors beeping in different rhythms. A team of 

doctors moving swiftly to care for a trauma patient. There 

is no room for error for the physician performing the 

emergency trauma surgery.

W
hat’s not so familiar in 
this scene is the trauma 
patient is actually a high-
fidelity mannequin, and the 
“surgery” is a highly detailed 

simulation to assist in the training of physicians.
Dr. Tara Lemoine, Medical Director 

of Interprofessional Simulation, is the only 
physician in the United States – and one of only 
20 physicians worldwide – who has completed 
the renowned pediatric simulation fellowship, 
KidSIM, through the University of Calgary at 
Alberta Children’s Hospital. KidSIM is known 
for its top-notch educational programs and 
cutting-edge research, both brought to Valley 
Children’s in July 2018 when Dr. Lemoine 
completed her fellowship. 

“As I was exiting my [initial] medical 
fellowship, simulation was just coming on the 
scene as the new way to train physicians,” 
explained Dr. Lemoine. “No longer was 
someone just going to show you something 
and then, the next time, expect you to perform 

the procedure on a patient. Simulation provided 
the opportunity to learn a new skill or refine 
existing skills in a more controlled environment. 
The ability of simulation to improve patient care 
and patient outcomes captured my interest and 
inspired me to seek additional training in its use.”

Simulation training has been a formalized 
part of Valley Children’s since 2011, when Dr. Jolie 
Limon, Chief of Pediatrics and Executive Director 
of Medical Education, started a collaborative 
training effort for medical residents and nursing 
students. While simulation training is vital for 
any medical specialist, Dr. Limon emphasizes 
the importance of pediatric simulation within a 
children’s hospital.

“We are talking about a child – a family’s 
greatest treasure – so physicians and nurses 
carry with them a special level of responsibility in 
making sure they are doing right by children,” Dr. 
Limon said. “How we communicate, how we work 
as an interprofessional team, how we break down 
barriers, all of that is strengthened with simulation 
medicine. Our kids deserve nothing less.”

In 2018 alone, Valley Children’s coordinated 
5,082 hours of simulation. Through these 
simulations, 1,745 individuals, including 218 
physicians, gained hands-on experience.

These training opportunities can lead to 
lifesaving moments, as occurred with acute care 
bedside nurse, Sandra Caminata, in the fall of 2018. 
She had just participated in a simulated emergency 
medical response at Valley Children’s Hospital 
when, just hours later, she found herself in a nearly 
identical real-life trauma situation. Thanks to her 
simulation experience, she was more confident in 
her abilities.

The value of simulation speaks for itself with 
successful patient outcomes and improved quality 
metrics. No longer is it practice just for the sake of 
practice – it is practice for the sake of our kids.

How we communicate, how we work as 
an interprofessional team, how we break 
down barriers, all of that is strengthened 
with simulation medicine. Our kids 
deserve nothing less.

Dr. Jolie Limon

Innovation

PERFECTING THE CARE WE DELIVER
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MEET STEVEN

T
his year, the options for Valley 
Children’s patients and families 
were dramatically improved – 
thanks to the expertise and 
innovation of Valley Children’s 

neurosciences team and the ROSA™ robotic 
surgical assistant.

Meet Steven. He was diagnosed 
with refractory epilepsy that progressively 
intensified as he got older, leading to 
several seizures a day, some lasting four 
to five minutes each. Three days after 
monitoring electrodes were placed with just 
two-millimeter incisions, Valley Children’s 
pediatric neurosurgeons performed a 
temporal lobectomy on Steven with only 
a seven-centimeter-long incision. Three 
days later, Steven was smiling and waving 
goodbye to his nurses and doctors. He was 
back in school within two weeks, more alert 
and agile than ever before. Steven remains 
seizure-free today.

Dr. Patricia Clerkin, Valley Children’s 
Medical Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery, 
utilized the ROSA™ robotic surgical assistant 
to create a 3D map of Steven’s brain and 
plan the pathways needed to perform 
the procedure. ROSA™ provided robotic 
alignment of the planned pathway, allowing 
access into the deep brain targets for the 
placement of electrodes, for the most 
accurate surgery possible. 

“This technology means that more 
effective and faster surgeries with improved 
outcomes are available to patients without 
having to drive out of the Central Valley,” 
Dr. Clerkin said.

ROSA™ technology also enables 
neurosurgeons to identify the precise 
source of seizures, opening the door for 
many more patients to become surgically 
qualified, allowing more neurosurgical 
procedures to be performed in a minimally 
invasive manner.

Leading-edge technology in the 
hands of expert physicians – a powerful 
combination that is now within reach for 
children like Steven throughout the Valley. 

*Patient name has been changed for privacy.

ROSA,

Innovation

For some children, epileptic seizures can be so severe or frequent 

that their quality of life is significantly affected. One percent of these 

epilepsy patients qualify for brain surgery to minimize the life-affecting 

seizures, but this option has some daunting considerations: a two-hour 

stereo-electroencephalography (EEG) to place electrodes in the brain, 

inpatient monitoring for up to two weeks, four days of recovery in the 

hospital and additional recovery time at home.

This technology means more 
effective and faster surgeries 
with improved outcomes are 
available to patients without 
having to drive out of the 
Central Valley.

Dr. Patricia Clerkin



anything we’ve used before, in a more 
efficient manner and in a way that’s so 
much safer – and less intimidating –  
for children who require frequent scans.” 

Valley Children’s is the first healthcare 
provider in the entire region to use 
EOS technology. 
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Within seconds, we’re able to 
capture images clearer than 
anything we’ve used before.

Dr. Kerry Loveland

For kids who need X-rays 

several times a year, less 

is definitely more. Valley 

Children’s invested in 

new equipment to reduce 

radiation exposure and 

ease anxiety for children 

and parents alike.

T
he technology is called EOS, an 
advanced X-ray machine that 
can take a full-body scan in less 
than 15 seconds, producing 
high-quality images with up to 

85 percent less radiation exposure.
Nine-year-old Jayden Ortiz is one of 

many children benefitting from EOS. He has 
scoliosis and needs scans taken of his back 
at least four times a year. With EOS, Jayden 
no longer must lie down uncomfortably for 
an extended time. He walks into a booth 
decorated with George the Giraffe and 
seconds later, he’s done. 

Jayden’s mom, Synthia Ortiz, says, “He 
likes it so much better. He can just stand and 
use the bar to hold himself up, which makes 
it easier on him. And there’s less radiation, 
which makes it better healthwise.”

“For Jayden and others like him, EOS 
is revolutionary,” says Pediatric Orthopaedic 
Surgeon Dr. Kerry Loveland. “Within seconds, 
we’re able to capture images clearer than 

SCANS
IN SECONDS

SAFER,
CLEARER

Innovation
IMPACT Valley Children’s is the first healthcare provider in the entire region to use EOS.
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Valley Children’s has been chosen to participate in a new 

state-funded pilot program called Project Baby Bear to 

provide rapid Whole Genome Sequencing (rWGS) to 

critically ill newborns. V
alley Children’s is one of only five 
hospitals statewide taking part in the 
pilot. Project Baby Bear is an important 
first. Until now, whole genome 
sequencing has not been covered by 

any state or federal government healthcare program 
in the U.S.

Project Baby Bear uses rWGS to help improve 
the treatment of infants and children with 
undiagnosed illnesses who are under the care of 
Medi-Cal, to ultimately decrease the cost associated 
with the program. 

“Our partnership with Project Baby Bear 
significantly shortens the path to a diagnosis that will 
enable physicians to better treat their patients,” says 
Valley Children’s Hospital NICU Medical Director 
Dr. Mario Rojas. “At the same time, it lightens the 
burden of uncertainty for parents whose child is 
suffering from a rare disease.”

Our partnership with Project 
Baby Bear significantly shortens 
the path to a diagnosis that will 
enable physicians to better treat 
their patients.

Dr. Mario Rojas

Medi-Cal does not currently cover rWGS 
testing. During the trial, testing is available for free to 
participating Medi-Cal families. Test results are usually 
returned within three to five days from the lab located 
at Rady Children’s Genomic Institute in San Diego. 

In a recent Project Baby Bear case, rWGS 
provided answers to a family whose baby was admitted 
to Valley Children’s with seizures. The advanced testing 
provided a diagnosis, allowing doctors to customize 
treatment. The results also gave reassurance to the 
patient’s family. 

“When our child first got sick, we were so 
worried,” says the baby’s father, Armando Martinez. 
“With Project Baby Bear and the work of our son’s 
doctors, we have answers and Valley Children’s is 
helping our son get better.”

BABY BEAR
PROJECT

Valley Children’s Participates in

genome testing

Innovation

IMPACT Rapid Whole Genome Sequencing (rWGS) allows us to shorten the path to a diagnosis and begin treatment sooner.
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“Miracle children” who made headlines a decade or 

two ago for surviving a pediatric onset condition are 

now young adults, and they are far from alone.

N
ationally, more than 
90 percent of children 
with even the most 
severe pediatric 
conditions are 

thriving into adulthood. But while 
their critical health issues may be 
behind them, they must still learn 
to manage their medications and 
doctor appointments, understand 
their condition and navigate their 
insurance. It’s like a college course 
they can’t afford to fail – a course 
called “Pediatric-to-Adult 
Healthcare Transition.”  

partner, Adventist Health, remarked, 
“Transitions of care and complex 
care services have been our 
focus in the last few years and 
this collaboration between both 
organizations will improve the quality 
of care, safety and experience for our 
patients in the Central Valley.”

The clinic’s practices, tools and 
policies are poised to revolutionize 
how Valley Children’s prepares our 
youth for transitioning 
to adulthood.

C
onfidently commanding her 
motorized wheelchair, 
23-year-old Krista radiates a 
bright smile and infectious 
energy. Undeterred by the 

cerebral palsy that bent her spine, made her 
quadriplegic and required multiple surgeries, 
she dreams of attending college.

But beneath Krista’s smile is a nagging 
worry. She can’t remember ever having a 
general pediatrician; she only knows the 
specialists at Valley Children’s. Because she 
will need lifelong medical follow-up and 
more surgery, she will need a trusted 
healthcare provider. When she discovered 
Valley Children’s Transition Clinic, she became 
its first self-referral.

During her comprehensive evaluation, 
it was found that Krista had received no adult 
transition guidance for medical issues and had 
minimal skills for managing her healthcare 
and psychosocial issues. Starting with the 
basics, the clinic’s transition navigator helped 
her complete an Advance Health Directive 
and learn to take over her own healthcare 
management. Krista was excited to see how 
she could become more independent, perhaps 
one day living on her own.

The clinic updated her on how to access 
a new community resource for employment 
training, and how the Central Valley Regional 
Center (CVRC) and Fresno County In-Home 
Supportive Services (IHSS) could assist with 
independent living skills services.

Her transition navigator helped 
Krista link to the community college’s 
Disability Office for support, as well as 
to the state-based Health Insurance 
Counseling and Advocacy Program 
(HICAP) to check on Medicare eligibility. 
And because Krista had undergone 
multiple adverse childhood experiences, 
including parental death, living with a 
parent with a substance abuse history 
and past medical/surgical interventions, 
the Transition Clinic provided her with 
resources to continue her ongoing 
mental healthcare program.

Finally, the clinic’s board-certified 
internal medicine/pediatric specialist 
reviewed Krista’s medical problems, 
including several previously unaddressed 
concerns, providing clear instructions for 
what she should expect from a primary 
care doctor. This was a new and critical 
step to securing appropriate adult care.

The clinic’s role isn’t finished, 
as it monitors her progress with her 
new primary care doctor, fosters 
new relationships with orthopaedic 
specialists, discovers new resources 
(including new wheelchair options  
from Medi-Cal) and connects with 
Krista via phone, patient portal and 
follow-up visits.

Thanks to Valley Children’s 
Transition Clinic, Krista has a renewed 
sense of confidence and capability 
to get the healthcare she needs, the 
independence she wants and the 
wellbeing she deserves.

grown-up
care

To help prepare young 
adolescent patients for their integration 
into adult-oriented healthcare, 
Valley Children’s has committed to 
an ambitious effort: an innovative 
Transition Clinic. 

By partnering with a growing 
number of Valley Children’s specialists, 
the clinic helps young adults learn how 
to access care and self-manage, while 
providing them with comprehensive 
evaluations and care coordination and 
addressing their psychosocial needs.  

Raul Ayala, Chief Medical 
Officer of Valley Children’s longtime 

when kids require

Milestones

PEDIATRIC TO ADULT 
HEALTHCARE TRANSITION

beyond
the wheelchair

Learning to live independently with
age-specific health services. 

IMPACT The Transition Clinic prepares adolescents for a successful transition to adult-oriented healthcare.

Transition Clinic Medical Director 
Dr. Patrick Burke works with Krista 
on her plan of care.
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Closer to 
Home

Eagle Oaks Specialty 
Care Center 
Bakersfield, California

Alexa and Aniston with Dr. Warolin

We’ve been to the 
doctor at least 100 
times since Aniston 
was born. Having 
Valley Children’s 
here in Bakersfield is 
absolutely incredible. 
It’s a very big deal.

Alexa Reeves

At two years of age, Aniston is roughly the size of a one-year-old. She has Russell-Silver 

Syndrome, a very rare genetic disorder that can slow a child’s growth and cause gastrointestinal 

and other medical problems. Luckily, Aniston was diagnosed early and has been in the care of 

Valley Children’s pediatric gastroenterologists, endocrinologists and geneticists ever since. Her 

appointments are now all a short drive from her Bakersfield home.

Specialty Care
Access

I
n October of 2018, Valley Children’s 
opened Eagle Oaks Specialty 
Care Center, a 52,000-square 
foot, state-of-the-art outpatient 
facility created with three things 

in mind – exceptional care, comfort and 
convenience for Kern County families.

“Eagle Oaks is the culmination of 
decades of commitment to children 
in this region,” said Valley Children’s 
Healthcare President and CEO Todd 
Suntrapak.“This entire complex is 
designed for kids, to help them heal and 
to keep them closer to home.”

This new location will help Valley 
Children’s meet the needs of South Valley 
families and keep them closer to home 
and to the people they already trust for 
their best care–their own primary care 
physicians. Last year, providers at our 
original outpatient center in Bakersfield 

saw more than 5,500 visits. That number 
is expected to grow to more than 
42,000 within the next decade.

Eagle Oaks Specialty Care Center 
currently offers services in 11 pediatric 
specialties: Cardiology, Endocrinology, 
Gastroenterology, Hematology, 
Infectious Disease, Nephrology, 
Orthopaedics, Otolaryngology (ENT), 
Pediatric Surgery, Plastic Surgery and 
Urology. Over time, additional specialties 
will be offered, including: Genetics, 
Neurology, Neurosurgery, Pulmonology 
and Rheumatology/Immunology.

Eagle Oaks is also the next step 
in Valley Children’s commitment to 
having all families in our region be 
within 30 minutes or 30 miles of Valley 
Children’s specialists. There are currently 
specialty care centers in Fresno, Merced 
and Visalia. Pelandale Specialty Care 

Center opened in Modesto in February 
2019. A new outpatient center is under 
construction in Fowler (May 2019). Plans 
are also underway to build additional 
specialty care centers in Merced, Visalia 
and north Fresno.

“Valley Children’s is the most 
incredible place I could’ve ever 
envisioned,” adds Alexa, Aniston’s mom. 
“Everyone has treated Aniston like their 
own child and has put as much love 
and care into her that I have. Having 
Valley Children’s here in Bakersfield is 
absolutely incredible. It’s a very big deal.”

30
MINUTES

30
MILES

within

OR
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IMPACT Valley Children’s will see more than 42,000 annual patient visits at Eagle Oaks within the next decade.
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As the June 2020 graduation approaches 

for Valley Children’s first class of pediatric 

residents, you might think that they are 

eager to start contributing to the health 

of Central California kids. The truth is: 

they already are.

A 
hallmark of Valley 
Children’s Pediatric 
Residency Program, 
Affiliated with Stanford 
University School 

of Medicine, is the opportunity 
to influence children’s health in 
community settings and through 
advocacy. Our residents have wasted 
no time in making their impact felt.

Dr. Devon Ward will be a 
member of this first graduating class 
of pediatric residents. A graduate of 
Clovis West High School and Fresno 
State, Dr. Ward was anxious to return 
home to complete her pediatric 
residency and establish her medical 
practice. Her interest in the integration 
of physical and behavioral health led 
to her community benefit work: raising 
awareness about suicide prevention 
and helping physicians recognize and 
respond to suicide risk in their patients.  

“In medical school, I realized that 
mental health problems were often 
not addressed in much detail,” 
Dr. Ward said. “With the large shortage 
of pediatric psychiatrists, pediatricians 
are expected to address depression, 
anxiety, ADHD and suicidal ideation on 
a daily basis.”

Recognizing an opportunity to 
help pediatricians, Dr. Ward worked 
with Dr. Carmela Sosa, Associate 
Program Director and Medical Director 
of Primary Care, to offer training 
to more than 25 Valley Children’s 

An important part of 
being a well-rounded, 
compassionate physician 
is getting involved with 
and improving the 
community that you serve.

Dr. Devon Ward

Workforce

MAKE A   DIFFERENCE
MEDICAL RESIDENTS

residents on how to implement 
suicide risk screening into routine 
medical visits, complete appropriate 
risk management strategies and 
communicate with parents during 
at-risk visits. 

Drs. Becca Filbrandt 
and Cristina Vargas also 
demonstrated how residents 
are working to positively impact 
the community. They identified 
an area in which they want to 
help healthcare professionals 
cultivate conversations: adolescent 
reproductive health.

Drs. Filbrandt and Vargas 
created an Adolescent Reproductive 
Health Symposium, garnering 
champions within the healthcare 
network to help build experts in this 
area. These residents identified that 
Fresno County has an average birth 
rate among 15- to 19-year-olds that 
is more than 13 percent higher than 
the national average.  

“These community-based 
projects are an invaluable part of our 
residency,” said Dr. Ward. “The issues 
our kids face will not be just those 
we will address in the clinical setting. 
To me, an important part of being 
a well-rounded, compassionate 
physician is getting involved with 
and improving the community that 
you serve.”

IMPACT Our ability to attract, train and retain pediatricians to our Valley will begin to relieve the pressures of our regional physician shortage.
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T
hat is why, in Fall 2018, Valley Children’s 
introduced iDrive. Spearheaded by Shelly 
Reyes, RN, with help from pediatric surgeons 
and the perioperative team, iDrive is an 
innovative program that enables Valley 

Children’s patients to “drive” themselves to surgery or 
imaging in one of six remote-controlled cars. 

The cars – all donated – feature steering wheels, 
pedals, buttons and other kid-friendly features, and are 
safely controlled by specially trained nurses. Children 
who take the drive each receive their own special driver’s 
license. More importantly, they go into their procedures 
with decreased anxiety and need for sedation.

For patients like Mateo Hernandez, any pre-surgery 
fears were driven away by iDrive. His mom, Maribel 
Morales, agrees: “I feel better, seeing my son smile like this. 
You still have nerves and worries, but this is good.”

His warm smile, friendly personality and 

vibrant blue hearts make him one of the most 

recognized figures in the Central Valley.

W
ritten and illustrated by local authors and 
artists with personal connections to the 
hospital, “A Home for George” tells the 
story of how the lovable giraffe came to 
be a part of the Valley Children’s family. 

Two additional books celebrate George’s adventures in 
Kern and Stanislaus counties with Valley Children’s new 
specialty centers in those communities.

All three books are available in the Valley Children’s 
gift shop and book retailers across the Valley.

drive away
anxiety

empowering kids to
Small Acts

Getting rolled into surgery while lying 

in a hospital bed, with nowhere to 

look but up at the parade of ceiling 

lights as you’re wheeled through 

mysterious corridors – it’s enough 

to produce anxiety in any patient, 

especially children and their families. 

The stories of George’s adventures in both Kern and 
Stanislaus counties are also provided to patients and their 
families visiting our specialty care centers and our primary care 
practices in those communities and shared through the Valley 
Children’s Literacy Program.

The Literacy Program distributes approximately 2,000 new 
books a month to patients to encourage their interest in reading 
and to help ease their anxiety about their doctor visit.

George is happy to help!
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ACHIEVEMENTS
awardsand

Awards and Achievements

U.S. News & World Report recognized Valley Children’s Hospital in its 
annual “2018-2019 Best Children’s Hospitals” rankings. Valley Children’s 
was named one of the top 50 children’s hospitals in the country 
in four pediatric specialties – Neonatology, Pediatric Orthopedics, 
Pediatric Diabetes & Endocrinology and Pediatric Gastroenterology & 
Gastrointestinal Surgery. The rankings rely on clinical data – including 
survival rates, adequacy of nursing staff and procedure volume – and an 
annual survey of pediatric specialists nationwide.

These awards are as much about 
our families as they are about 
Valley Children’s. We wouldn’t be 
the nationally ranked organization 
we are without that constant 
reaffirmation by the families we 
serve to always do better.

Todd Suntrapak 
Valley Children’s Healthcare President and CEO

Valley Children’s Hospital achieved verification as a Level II Pediatric 
Trauma Center by the American College of Surgeons, highlighting 
outstanding quality of care for injured patients throughout Central 
California. We are the only pediatric trauma center in the region.

Thanks to a $90,873 grant from the Central California 
Alliance for Health, Valley Children’s and the Merced County 
Food Bank launched an innovative program to help families 
facing one of the leading health threats in our region – food 
insecurity. Through the “Prescription for Food” program, our 
physicians at Olivewood Pediatrics in Merced will screen all 
patients for food insecurity. Those found at risk will receive 
monthly vouchers for a year, redeemable for a 30-pound 
box of nutritious and healthy food from the Food Bank. 
Families will also be provided with a list of food resources 
and federal nutrition assistance programs available to them.

Valley Children’s Hospital was named as a Best Children’s Hospital 
and Best Children’s Hospital for Emergency Care by the Women’s 
Choice Award, a trusted referral source for excellence in healthcare. 
Ranked hospitals must meet strict levels of healthcare criteria and 
achieve high levels of patient satisfaction.

For the second consecutive year, Valley Children’s was named 
a Workplace of the Year by The Advisory Board Company. The 
annual award is given to 20 hospital and healthcare network 
organizations nationwide and recognizes outstanding levels of 
employee engagement.

Valley Children’s was named one of the nation’s 20 Most Beautiful 
Hospitals by Soliant, a healthcare staffing organization. We are the 
only California hospital – pediatric or adult – to make the list. Soliant 
notes: “Whenever possible, children’s hospitals should put children at 
ease… With a cheerful playhouse style and bright colors throughout 
and within, Valley Children’s celebrates its first year in our rankings.”

For the first time ever, Becker’s Healthcare named Valley Children’s 
as one of the country’s 150 Top Places to Work in Healthcare. 
The list highlights organizations that promote diversity within 
the workforce, employee engagement and professional growth. 
Becker’s is the leading source of business and legal information for 
the healthcare industry. 

Valley Children’s earned a “Platinum” rating from GuideStar, the 
nation’s leading charity rating agency, in 2018. The “Platinum” 
rating is the highest level of recognition. The Seal of Transparency 
is awarded for a nonprofit organization’s transparency and 
accountability to donors. Currently only one-half of one percent 
(0.5%) of U.S. charities have earned this distinction.

The Valley Children’s Cystic Fibrosis Center and the 
Department of Pediatric Psychology were awarded a 
three-year, $150,000 grant from the National Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation (CFF). The grant provides funding for a Mental 
Health Coordinator to implement “Depression and Anxiety” 
guidelines from the CFF. This includes the screening of 
patients and their parents for any mental health concerns, 
ensuring families receive the help they need, if they are 
struggling with diagnosis and treatment.

Valley Children’s commitment to 

providing the nation’s best pediatric 

healthcare for kids is present in 

everything we do - from the smallest 

daily acts of care and service to 

national clinical awards, accolades 

and recognitions.
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E
very year, we are humbled by the 
contributions of so many caring 
individuals and organizations that 
support Valley Children’s. Your 
belief in our hospital and healthcare 

network is an honor beyond words, except to 
say that we are truly grateful for your financial 
partnership and for the difference you’ve made 
in the lives of our patients and their families. 
Thank you for standing alongside Valley 
Children’s in our mission to improve the health 
of kids across the region.

Guilds
 The Guilds are passionate about 
continuing the vision embraced by Valley 
Children’s five founding mothers, ensuring 
Central Valley kids and families have the best 
healthcare for future generations. Supporting 
Valley Children’s for more than 70 years, 
primarily through fundraising events, many 
Guilds host annual signature events, while two 
operate stores: one high-end boutique (Holiday 
Guild dba Holiday Boutique) and one thrift shop 
(La Tienda Guild dba La Tienda Thrift Shop).

The Guilds also work together on an All 
Guild Fundraiser which, for the past four years, 
has been the Toyota Tundra Giveaway at the 
World Ag Expo. This fundraiser has brought in 
more than $225,000 since its inception. 

IMPACT
 Following the record-setting 
success of the 2018 All Guild 
Fundraiser, the Guilds are completing 
a goal of $4 million for the following 
endowments: 

•  The Guilds’ Heart Center 
Endowment ($2M)

•  The Guilds’ Child Life 
Endowment ($1M)

•  The Guilds’ Spiritual Care 
Endowment ($1M)

 Previously, the Guilds had 
established a $5 million pledge toward 
The Guilds’ Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Endowment.

In 1952, Valley Children’s 
opened its doors to its first patient 
because of the Guild founders’ 
support and successful efforts to rally 
the community. Later, when Valley 
Children’s began to expand services 
in response to the community need, 
the Guilds provided additional support. 
That passion continues today as the 
Guilds work to bring the best to Valley 
Children’s patients. 

**2018 GUILDS
Alegria Guild, 1950
Color The Skies Guild, 2017
Holiday Guild, 1953
Kings Guild, 1950
La Comida Guild, 1953
La Feliz Guild, 1949
La Sierra Guild, 1999
La Tienda Guild, 1952 
La Visionaria Guild, 2008
Las Madrinas Guild, 1950
Los Niños Guild, 2008
Los Rancheros Guild, 1949
Padrinos Guild, 2015
Sequoia Guild, 1950
Tenaya Guild, 1950

support
your

is our highest honor
and deserves our deepest thanks.

Valley Children’s

Gratitude

Alfredo Garcia of Bakersfield 
was the winner of the Toyota 
Tundra Giveaway.
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The Legacy Foundation contributed 
$300,000 to support Valley Children’s 
Pediatric Residency Program. The Legacy 
Foundation Fund has donated $1 million 
to support various programs.

This year’s Taco Bell campaign raised an 
incredible, record-breaking $236,258 to 
support the Childhood Cancer Survivorship 
Program. The campaign is a continuation 
of the vision of former franchisee, Valley 
Children’s trustee and campaign founder, 
Dave Olson.

PINC, a remarkable group of women who 
volunteer their time to raise funds for local 
charities, raised $120,000 for the Oncology Social 
Services Fund.

Local Walmart and Sam’s Club locations 
raised $292,924 during their annual 
campaign. Since 1987, Walmart and 
Sam’s Club have raised $3.8 million for 
Valley Children’s.

Costco raised a record-breaking $517,348 in 
2018, including a $79,716 corporate match. 
Since 1990, Costco has donated $5.257 million 
to Valley Children’s through Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals.

Rod’s Heart donated $150,000 to support Eagle 
Oaks Specialty Care Center in Bakersfield. Rod’s 
Heart was created by family and friends in memory 
of Rodney Banducci.

 Foundation

activity
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2018
Valley Children’s is grateful for the support of 

the individuals, companies and organizations 

who have given so generously to ensure 

children and families in the Central Valley 

have access to quality healthcare services. 

We proudly thank our donors.

$1 Million & Above

Anonymous (1) 

Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals*

The Guilds of Valley Children’s

Hospital** 

Mrs. Jeanne F. Hoey 

Manuel & Katye Mancebo 
 

$250,000 to $999,999 

Janell Boldt 

Legacy Foundation Fund 

The Wonderful Company & the

Resnick Family Foundation
 

$100,000 to $249,999 

ABC30 

Tom & Kim Beck 

Bee Sweet Citrus 

The Terri & Arvin Boersma Family 

Central California Alliance for Health 

The Costa Family 

DC4KIDS 

E. & J. Gallo Winery 

Foster Farms 

Larry & Gail Freels

The Fresno Bee 

Happy Hearts 

Mr. Don B. Huntley 

Richard & Gerrilyn Iest 

Isnardi Foundation 

Mr. Chester Israel 

Legacy Health Endowment 

Leon S. Peters Foundation 

The Mitchell Family Foundation 

Lance & Jamie Mouw 

Mr. & Mrs. David Olson 

Henry T. Perea Family

PINC 

Quiring General LLC 

Radin Foundation 

Rod’s Heart 

The Bill & Linda Smittcamp Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Steele Jr. 

Taco Bell Restaurants 

The Walt Disney Company 

$50,000 to $99,999 

Anonymous (1) 

Administrative Solutions, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Dalich 

Mrs. Shirley M. Fisher 

Ron & Jamie McManis 

Marvin & Tish Meyers 

In Memory of Robert M. Shapazian 

Spirit Halloween Superstores, LLC 

St. Baldrick’s Foundation 

Bernard & Maxine te Velde 

Triple X Fraternity Selma Chapter 

US Acute Care Solutions 

Leanne Walker-Grant 

Wells Fargo Bank 

Wishon Radiological Medical

Group, Inc.
 

$25,000 to $49,999 

ARCO ampm Fresno-Bakersfield 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Baker 

Dr. & Mrs. Ronaldo A. Ballecer 

Mr. Thomas Bell 

Best Buy Markets 

Bright Family Foundation 

Campos Brothers Farms 

Cardoza Family Foundation 

Central Valley Petroleum Golf

Invitational 

Kevin & Elizabeth Chappell 

Blair & Ninette Cunnings 

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 

Derco Foods 

Derrel’s Mini Storage, Inc. 

Fresno Truck Center 

Fowler Mothers Club 

Good Fellows 

Hanchett Family 

Mark & Linda Hurst 

Rodger & Margaret Jensen 

Journey of Hopes & Dreams

Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Kandarian 

Les Schwab Tire Centers 

Vernell W. Marquez 

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Monis 

Mr. & Mrs. Tony Monis 

Mr. & Mrs. Bud Mouw 

The Otis Booth Foundation 

PGA Tour Charities, Inc. 

Picayune Rancheria of the Chukchansi

Indians 

PPS Packaging Company 

Producers Dairy Foods, Inc. 

S.C. Anderson, Inc. 

Setton Pistachio of Terra Bella, Inc. 

Mr. Harvey Singh 

Spencer Enterprises 

Table Mountain Rancheria and

Casino 

Triple B Ranch 

Susan Winter, M.D. 

 
$10,000 to $24,999 

99 Pipeline, Inc. 

The Albert & Rina Brocchini Family

Foundation 

Ahart Insurance Services 

Ms. Clara Ashworth 

Bank of America 

Barley, LLC 

Ben H. and Gladys Arkelian

Foundation 

B-K Lighting, Inc. 

David & Marilyn Britz 

Buchanan High School 

Mr. & Mrs. Beau Burrough 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew S. Byers 

Carlos Vieira Foundation, Inc. 

Catalyst Marketing Company 

DONORSGratitude

*CHILDREN’S MIRACLE NETWORK 
HOSPITALS & PARTNERS INCLUDE:

ABC30 Telethon

ACE Hardware

Aflac

Alex & Ani

Charitable Adult Rides & Services, Inc.

Chevron USA, Inc.

Chico’s FAS, Inc.

CO-OP Financial Services

Costco Wholesale

Credit Union for Kids 

Cumulus Media

Dairy Queen

Delta Airlines

Entravision Radiothon

Express Employment Professionals

General Mills

Phi Delta Epsilon 

Phi Mu - Eta Zeta Chapter

Sigma Chi - Epsilon Eta Chapter

IHOP Restaurants

Kiwanis International

Kiss Country for Kids Radiothon

Kroger

Love’s Travel Stops

Marriott International

McLane Pacific

Miss America Organization

Nestle

Panda Restaurant Group, Inc.

PepsiCo

Radio LAZER

RADIO Merced Radiothon

RE/MAX

RiteAid

United Networks of America

Vallarta Supermarkets 

Walgreens

Walmart

Gary & Leslie Catron 

Central Valley C-Stores, Inc. 

Century Communities  

Child’s Play Charity 

Ms. Leah R. Cole 

Ms. Margaret Corasick 

Mr. Dave Crinklaw 

Chris & Tammie Crossland 

Dalena Farms, Inc. 

George & Karen Daoudian 

Doerksen Taylor Stokes, LLP 

Dutch Bros. Fresno 

Emmett’s Excavation, Inc. 

Ms. Tillie Finn 

Ray & Kaye Fisher 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray T. Fisher, Jr. 

Mrs. Alyce Fourchy 

Mr. Terance Frazier 

Danny S. & Jeanette Freitas 

Fresno Deputy Sheriff’s Association, Inc. 

Fresno Equipment Company 

Fresno Lexus 

G & G Farms 

G.L. Bruno Family Foundation 

Gamber Energy Services, LLC 

The Bertha and John Garabedian

Charitable Foundation 

Mike & Stacy Good 

Ms. Jenna Gosselaar 

Harry and Ethel West Foundation 

Ms. Martha Hernandez 

J.L. Marquez Properties, LLC. 

J.R. Simplot Company 

JD Food 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Keiser 

Kern Delta Milk Producers Association 

Todd & Melissa Kinosian 

Ms. Diane Kirk 

Chris & Deanna Kisling 

Kohl’s 

Los Banos Arts Council, Inc. 

Maxco Supply, Inc. 

Ms. Janet McCloskey 

Mendiburu Magic Foundation 

Mercedes-Benz of Fresno 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul P. Mesplé 

Mid Valley Financial Services 

Mid Valley Packaging & Supply 

Mr. Jason Moskowitz 

Muscular Dystrophy Association 

Oak Valley Community Bank 

Occu-Med 

Cecil & Ella Pace 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

Mr. & Mrs. Justin Parnagian 

The Parnagian Family 

Penny Newman Grain Company 

Mr. Jack Petty 

PG&E Corporation Campaign for the

Community 

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Pistoresi 

Mr. Robert Pugh & Mrs. Beverly

Hayden-Pugh 

Mr. Greg Quiring 

Ritchie Trucking Service 

Riverstone Development, LLC 

Rock’n JK Farms 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Roque 

Save Mart Supermarkets 

Steve & Barbara Schaad 

Mr. Hogi Selling 

Smittcamp Family Foundation 

St. John’s Festa, Inc. 

Steensma Family Foundation 

The Stewart Family 

Matt & Sarah Strickland 

Todd & Tammy Suntrapak 

The Swager Family Trust 
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Tangram Interiors 

Tarlton and Son, Inc. 

Jay & Darlene te Velde 

Teichert, Inc. 

Terra Family Foundation 

Thiesen Dueker Group 

Twice The Love, LLC 

United Way California Capital Region 

Valero Energy Foundation 

Villane Ward Insurance Services, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Vining 

Mr. & Mrs. Nickolas Wagner 

Ted & Michele Waldron 

Jane H. Willson & Malcolm MacDonald, M.D.

$5,000 to $9,999 

Agriland Farming Co., Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Terrance Alvord 

Mr. Gene Andrade 

Arthur J Gallagher & Co Insurance 

Brokers of California, Inc. 

Baker, Manock & Jensen 

BBVA Compass Foundation 

Bonadelle Neighborhoods 

Evelyn Boosalis 

Mr. Ross Borba, Jr. 

Dr. Joel Brownell & Dr. Jolie Limon 

Burford Family Farming Company, LP

E. Pusey Cain & Dorothy M. Cain 

Castellaw 

Central Valley Sons of Italy Foundation

CH4 Engineering and Construction, LLC

Chasing Shelby Foundation 

Ciara Chiesa’s Circle of Hope Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Clapp 

Ms. Jill Clark 

Greg & Jessica Coleman 

Mr. Ralph J. Cross, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel E. Davis 

Donaghy Sales, LLC 

Dyer Family Foundation 

Elite Maintenance & Tree Service 

Ms. Kathryn Elliott 

Enterprise Holdings Foundation 

Farmers Warehouse 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Fidalgo 

Mrs. Billie Louise Fike 

FLR & Adelaide Burks Trust 

Fowler Lions Club 

Fresno Equipment Co. 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gleason 

Garton Ford Tractor, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Goldring 

Mr. & Mrs. Gragnani 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Grigsby 

The Heuvel Family 

Hilmar Cheese Company, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert N. Hines 

Jessie Hudgins 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Huebert 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael G. Hurst 

Ideal Cabinetry Inc 

J. M. Equipment Co., Inc. 

The Honorable James Petrucelli &

Mrs. Toby Petrucelli 

PL 38 Guerreros de la Vida 

Employees of Pleasant Valley State Prison 

Morris & Donna Proctor 

Robert & Elizabeth Reniers 

Robert V. Saroyan Family Foundation 

Chris & Samantha Rodriguez

Ruiz Foods 

JP Lamborn Company 

Dr. Devonna Kaji & Mr. James Johnson 

Dr. & Mrs. Harry J. Kallas 

KapStone Paper & Packaging 

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Katayama 

Edward & Allison Karahadian 

Kayla Bernardi Bee Positive Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. Randy J. Keiser 

Mr. Matt Knight 

Land O’Lakes Foundation 

Lyons-Magnus 

Bobby & Christie Marina 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Maring 

Mike & Jennifer Giannini 

The Ron & Deborah Monis Family 

Nalchajian Orthodontics 

Ms. Elisha Nelson 

Nossaman, LLP 

Oak Valley Community Bank 

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Orlopp 

Pacific Solar 

Pacific Western Bank 

Mr. Thomas Partlow 

Patton Air Conditioning 

Pediatric Anesthesia Associates Medical Group,

Inc. & Critical Care Consultants 

Pediatric Cardiology Medical Associates

of Central CA., Inc. 

Performance Dairy Service 

Safe Kids Worldwide 

The Sence Foundation 

Short Track Management, LLC 

Mr. Brandon Silveira 

Mrs. Patti Simonian 

Dr. Luis & Dr. Carmela E. Sosa 

Dan & Joyce Souza 

Saint Agnes Medical Center 

Starlight Children’s Foundation 

Tatslaff Tamberi & Wong 

Mr. & Mrs. Jay te Velde, Sr. 

Tesoro Viejo Development, Inc. 

Ms. Sally Thomas 

Two Cities Marathon 

Valley Pride Ag Co. 

Valley Wide Beverage Company, Inc. 

Brandon & Stephanie Vance 

Varner Bros, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Vucovich 

Wanger Jones Helsley, PC 

Mr. Daniel Ward 

Westech Electric 

Westech Systems, Inc. 

Westside Produce 

Wild Electric, Inc. 

Mrs. Dolores Wilkins 

Ms. Guadalupe Zarco

$2,500 to $4,999 

Anonymous (1) 

51 Fifty Enterprises 

AbbVie, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Adams 

Mr. Joe Alindajao 

All Valley Administrators, LLC 

Amparan Flooring, Inc. 

Ms. Lynne Ashbeck & Mr. Jeff Hensley 

Mrs. Kristine Aubry 

Audi Fresno 

B J Perch Construction 

Baker Peterson Franklin 

Bakman Water Company 

BBVA Compass Bank 

Mr. & Mrs. Travis C. Beck 

Beleza Salon 

Belmont Nursery 

Better Homes and Gardens - GoldLeaf 

Betts Company 

Ms. Kimberly Bilskey 

BMW of Fresno 

Mrs. Jonelle Borcich 

Barrie & Una Boyett 

Bueno Beverage Company 

Mr. Walter Bursey 

Ms. Janis Burzych 

CJ & Gladys Bush 

Caglia Environmental 

California Realty Capital, Inc. 

California Society For Respiratory State

Association Account 

Ms. Joan M. Carpenter 

Castaneda Engineering 

Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Castillo 

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Caves 

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Chaltraw, Jr. 

Drs. David & Lenore Christensen 

CMRE Financial Services, Inc. 

Coca-Cola Enterprises, Inc. 

Coloplast 

Combined Benefits Administrators 

Cooper Chase Construction 

Robert & Klytia Cozzi 

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel N. Cunningham 

Curti Terra Inc. 

Dallas R. Selling Law Group PC 

D Bar J Orchards, Inc. 

Dr. & Mr. Karen Dahl 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Der Manouel, Sr. 

Mr. Leon Dermenjian 

Mr. & Mrs. Tim J. DeRuyter 

Mr. & Mrs. David D. Dever 

Doerksen, Taylor, Stokes, LLP 

Ms. Susan Doherty 

Alan Downs Memorial Fundraiser 

Dragon Material Transport 

Ms. Joan Eaton 

Erna’s Elderberry House 

EYE-Q Vision Care 

F & T Farms 

Fidalgo Farms, LLC 

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Flores 

Freshko Produce Services, LLC 

Fresno Chaffee Zoo 

Fresno Plumbing 

Frito-Lay, Inc. 

Ms. Carrie Gahvejian 

Georgia-Pacific 

Giant Chevrolet Cadillac 

Dede & Francis Glaser, M.D. 

Mr. Randy Guerrero 

Richard & Mimi Gunner 

Haron Jaguar 

Mr. & Mrs. Clint Haskell 

The Heart Group 

Helena Chemical Company 

Mr. & Mrs. David Hodge, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Horstmann 

Horstmann Financial and Insurance Services 

Human Resource Associates 

JS West and Companies 

KAS-KOS Farms 

Mr. Kenneth Khachigian 

Kids Kare Schools 

Kingsburg Cancer Volunteers 

Ms. Cynthia Lake 

Mr. Claude C. Laval, III 

Mendy Laval & Khaled Alkotob 

Mr. Wing Chuen Law 

Mr. Scott Lawrence 

Carolyn & Dean Larson 

Cici & Brian Lee 

Mr. & Mrs. Theodoros Lykos 

Lyles Diversified, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Barry W. Maas 

Mad Duck Brewing 

Magana Income Tax, Inc. 

Mr. David McLean 

Medline Industries, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Renante Monocillo 

Moss Adams, LLP 

NBN Insurance Services 

Olam Farming, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon A. Osmus 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Peterson 

Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Pietz 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Predmore 

Pro Citrus Network, Inc. 

RBC Wealth Management 

Richard & Kathleen Zacky Family Foundation 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Ruiz 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Ruiz 

Run for All, Inc. 

Saars Creative Concrete 

Sagaser Watkins & Wieland 

Schafer Metal Stake, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. JR Shannon 

Mr. Stephen Simpson 

Mr. & Mrs. Simpson 

Mr. & Mrs. David R. Singh 

Mr. Brian Smullin 

Ms. Helen C. Snyder 

Solar Negotiators 

Sons of Italy Hanford Lodge no 1543 

Sports Station 

Stammer, McKnight, Barnum & Bailey, LLP 

Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie Starnes 

Suncrest Bank 

Kimberly & Carl Swanson 

Kelly & Jack Swertfager 

TEC Gymnastics 

The Brownie Baker, Inc. 

The Doctor’s Management Company 

The Law Offices of Stephenson, Acquisto,

& Colman 

Bradley Towers 

Tri Counties Bank 

Mary G. Trichell 

United Security Bank 

Valley Commercial Group 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Van Deelen 

The Vault Jewelers 

Venice Hill Walnut Nursery 

Verint 

Dr. & Mrs. Nadarasa Visveshwara 

Mr. & Mrs. Riley C. Walter 

Walter Wilhelm Bauer Attorneys at Law 

Mr. Jeff Weaver 

Webcor 

West Valley Hulling 

Ms. Susan Wisniewski & Mr. John Matsuoka 

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Woods 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Young 

The Zinkin Family 

Zumwalt Construction, Inc.
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HR Mobile Services, Inc. 

John & Luann Hudson 

Mr. & Mrs. Owen Hunter 

Imperial Dove Court De Fresno, Inc. 

J.D. Heiskell & Co. 

J.D. Ostdiek Ins. 

James Oxley Flooring 

Jawad Co., Own a Car 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas B. Jensen 

Mr. Richard A. Johanson 

John Belletto Farming 

Chris & Dana Johnson 

Ms. Bernadine C. Jones 

Ms. Constance Jordan 

Kane & Mengshol 

Mr. Marc Kapetan 

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kazarian 

Kenesco Farms 

Robert H. Kezirian, MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Raed Khoury 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Kimball 

Knights of the Shield 

Mr. & Mrs. David N. Knudson 

Mr. & Mrs. David Krause 

Krellers Getaway 

Kruger Construction, Inc. 

Mr. Scot Kvamme 

Mr. William Lee 

Ms. Lori Lightfoot 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul N. Lilles 

Colby & Nicole Linder 

Ms. Ella Listar 

Little Lion Photography Co. 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred P. LoBue, Jr. 

Mr. Andres Loen 

Logic Supply 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Loo 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Loudenslager 

Lucky Lady Farms, Inc. 

Lumar Dairy Farms 

Luso-American Life Insurance Society 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald V. Lyles 

Lyons Transportation 

Mr. & Mrs. Randy J. Mack 

Madera Calf Ranch 

Ms. Shauna Madosky 

Mr. Thomas Marderosian 

Mr. Jeff Margarian 

Mr. & Mrs. Eldon D. Marks 

Rene & Norma Martin 

Steve & Kathryn Massaro 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Matejcek 

Mathews Harley-Davidson 

Matson Alarm 

Supervisor & Mrs. Buddy Mendes 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Messier 

MGM Labor Contracting, Inc. 

Mrs. Ratan B. Milevoj 

Ms. Pat Millan 

Cathy & George Milutinovich 

Mr. Manuel Minong 

Ms. Agnes Modi 

Ms. Irma Molina 

Mono Wind Casino 

Renante & Honey Monocillo 

Lt. Garrett Moore & Lt. Jennifer Moore 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry D. Moore 

Ms. Stephanie Motie 

Mr. Robert H. Mueller 

Mr. Tom Mulholland 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Munoz 

Rob & Linda Murdock 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Murphy 

Chuck & Judy Nesbit 

New England Sheet Metal 

Nichols Farms 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Nickel 

NSW Duckworth 

Mr. & Mrs. Devin Nunes 

Ms. Lara Ogle 

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Oken 

The Honorable & Mrs. Robert H. Oliver 

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Orlopp 

Dale & Dinorah Overbay 

Chris & Stacy Pacheco 

Pacific Biomedical Co. 

Pacific Southwest Container 

Dr. & Mrs. Anantanarayan Padmanabhan 

Jorge L. Palacios, MD, Inc. 

Mr. Jon Palsgaard 

John & Lori Pape 

Paramount Properties 

Mrs. & Mr. Nora Parks 

Mr. Sam Parnagian 

Pearson Realty 

Pepper Tree Ranch 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald V. Pickett 

Pieology 

Philip & Judy Pierre 

Ms. Wendy Pierre 

Pikalok Farming 

Pistoresi Ambulance Service 

Pitligano Farms 

Mr. Steven Press 

Mr. Joe Pressutti 

Prometheus Laboratories, Inc. 

Mrs. Carlene Putler 

Ms. Susan Quigley 

L. Hardy Farms 

Mr. & Mrs. Russel G. Ladwig 

Mr. & Mrs. Jones Lai 

Dr. Thomas T. Lam 

Landvalue Mgmt, LLC 

Lane Blue Enterprises, Inc. 

Lanna Coffee Co 

Mr. Steven Landsowne 

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Larios 

Mr. Daniel Larios 

Mr. Jason Lawson 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Leavitt 

Ms. Valerie L. Maurin 

Mr. & Mrs. James Maxey 

Mr. Jeffrey L. McAdoo 

McCormick Barstow, LLP 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike McCreary 

Paul & Kathryn McDougal 

Ms. Geneva McJunkin 

Carrie & Braden McKeighan 

McKinney Farming, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Lance H. McMillan 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard H. McMullen 

Ms. Erin Melkonian 

$1,000 to $2,499 

Anonymous (4) 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Aaron 

Mr. Ronald Abbot 

Advanced Health Media 

AEGIS Groundwater Consulting, LLC 

Aetna Foundation, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Agresti 

Agru America, Inc. 

Mrs. Klairese Aldama 

Altour Travel 

AmeriPark, LLC 

Mr. & Mrs. Doug C. Anderson 

Andrew Gomez Dream Foundation 

Ms. Karen M. Andrew 

Anthony Aric Arroyo Foundation 

AP Bookkeeping 

Mr. James Arabian 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Armendariz 

Armey Financial Services 

Ms. Leigh-Anne Aschenbrenner 

Mr. & Mrs. Farid Assemi 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark R. Astone 

Mr. John M. Atmajian 

Mr. Jerry Attwood 

Employees of Avenal State Prison 

Avila Almond Ranch, LLC 

Mr. Abel Baca 

Mr. Charles Bandelian 

Ms. Jennifer Bange 

Cam Baparai 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Barlow 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Barnes 

Ms. Danielle N. Barry 

Bar-S Foods Co. 

Mr. Matthew Bateman 

Mr. Michael Bennett 

Ms. Brooke Berrios 

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Bettencourt 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Biehl 

Mr. Edward E. Blake 

Mrs. Cynthia Bogert 

Mrs. Betty B. Bogosian 

Bohner Boat & Marine, Inc. 

Bonadelle Neighborhoods, Inc. 

Desobry Bowens 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott C. Boyajian 

Mrs. & Mr. Deborah Boyd 

Mr. Scott Boyle 

BPOE Los Banos Elks Lodge no 2510 

BPOE Visalia Elks Lodge no 1298 

Brasil Hay Sales 

Mr. Lloyd R. Breding 

Mr. & Mrs. Don N. Bricker 

Linley Brinker-Harding 

Mrs. Carey Brock 

Karen & Carl Brown 

Dr. Javier Bustamante 

Cabrera & Meneses Tractor Service 

California Cattle Penning Association 

California Dairy Research Foundation 

Ms. Julie Camacho 

Ms. Pamela Campbell 

Capital Insurance Group 

Carl Nelson Insurance Agency, Inc. 

Ms. Rebecca Carlson 

Carolyn Kruse Foundation 

Ms. Judy Cavaletto 

Gary & Leslie Caviglia 

Mrs. Paula Caviglia 

Dr. & Mrs. David Cehrs 

Central California Implement Company 

Century 21 - C. Watson J & J Realty 

Charles McMurray Company 

Mr. Armando Chavez 

Chevron Humankind Employee Funds 

Chirp Farms, Inc. 

Clarklind Farms 

CoBank - Rural America

Corporate Bank 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Coelho 

Cohen Communications 

Cole, Fisher, Cole & O’Keefe 

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Collins 

Ms. Kim A. Collins 

Community Foundation

Merced County 

Comprehensive Educational Services, Inc. 

Christopher & Kelly Conner 

Mr. Antioco Cortez 

Crew Installations Inc. 

Dr. Jennifer & Mr. Jeff Crocker 

Dr. Elizabeth Cudilo 

D & V McCurdy Farms 

Mr. Eldon Daetweiler 

Dallen Associates 

Dante Club of Fresno 

David & Carolyn Johnson Family Fund 

David Te Velde Dairy 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles DeGroot 

Mr. Larry DeHart 

Dritsas Groom McCormick, LLP 

Doreen Dyer 

Mr. & Mrs. Craig S. Duerr 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Duley 

Mr. Jeremy Dunworth 

Dr. & Mrs. Antonio Durazo 

Mr. Roger Dutra 

Eddie’s Bakery Cafe 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred C. Ede 

Dr. & Mrs. Michael Elliott 

Mr. & Mrs. Bradley C. Ellis 

Elmore Medical 

Richard & Sally Equinoa 

Dr. Fred Erickson 

Esperanza Therapy Services, LLC 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Etchegoinberry 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Evert 

ExactStaff 

Express Employment Professionals 

Mr. Lloyd Fagundes 

Ms. Gretchen Fahey 

Bobby & Valerie Fena 

Mary Fifer 

Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Fike 

Tim & Donna Finegan 

Dr. David Fischer 

Lesley & Gregg Fisher 

Max & Marty Flaming 

Fortune Associates 

Fortune-Ratliff 

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Foster 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Foth 

Mr. Daniel Francoeur 

Fresno Ag Hardware 

Rob & Sherry Fritts 

G & J Truck Sales 

General Mills, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Lon Gentry 

Genuine Parts Company 

Mrs. Emily Goddard 

Mrs. Nancy Goertzen 

Mr. Jeff M. Gonzales 

John & Carol Gorter 

Ms. Twila Greer 

Mr. & Mrs. William E. Griffith 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Groefsema 

Jeanne & Bill Gundacker 

Dr. Michael Habibe 

Betty Ann Hagopian 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hallowell 

Hansen Ranches 

Mr. Jose Haro 

Heartland Financial USA, Inc. 

Heberger & Company 

Mr. Diego Hernandez 

Hettinga Transportation, Inc .

Mr. Nick Higgins 

Dee Lacy, M.D. & David Hill 

Ms. Mimi Hoffmann 

Mr. & Mrs. William Holder 

Ms. Leslie Howard 
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SO MANY ways

TO GIVE
Donate. Join. Volunteer.

When you give to Valley Children’s, you help fund the services, 

programs, equipment and operations that build better tomorrows 

for thousands of patients who depend on us for care.

Donate Online
Our safe, secure online giving portal provides 
a quick, convenient way to contribute. Visit 
valleychildrens.org/donate today. 

Mail a Check
If you prefer to write a check, please make 
it payable to Valley Children’s Healthcare 
Foundation, and mail it to:

Valley Children’s Healthcare Foundation 
9300 Valley Children’s Place M/S PC17
Madera, CA 93636-8762 

If you don’t wish to receive further 
fundraising communications from 
Valley Children’s, contact the 
Foundation at 559-353-7100, email 
foundation@valleychildrens.org or 
send a letter to the address above to 
make your request.

Join or Support a Guild
The Guilds of Valley Children’s have 
been a vital source of fundraising since 
1949, raising more than $29 million to 
provide Central Valley children with 
excellent medical care. By joining or 
supporting a guild, you can be part of 
this rich tradition. Contact the Guilds 
Office at 559-353-7145 or 
guilds@valleychildrens.org, or visit 
valleychildrens.org/guilds.

Volunteer
Valley Children’s volunteers range in 
age from 14 to 90+ and give their time 
on either an ongoing or short-term 
basis. Most volunteers interact directly 
with patients by playing games, reading 
books and assisting with arts and crafts. 
Volunteers also deliver crafts and 
movies to patients, assist in the gift shop 
and provide support for our various 
practices, offices and information desks. 
Each year, approximately 500 volunteers 
help care for our patients and you could 
be one of them. Contact the volunteer 
office at 559-353-5222 or visit 
valleychildrens.org/volunteers.

Gratitude

R&R Truck and Trailer Repair 

Mr. Ben Raber 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis G. Ralston 

Ms. Rita Ramirez 

Mr. Greg Ream 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Refuerzo 

Respiratory Care Services RRR Committee 

Mrs. Frances Ricchiuti 

Ms. Darla Rigg 

Paul & Marie Ritter 

Mr. George Robbins 

Robert Ellis Leasing & Investments 

Scott & Jaimee Robinson 

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Robson 

Rodolfo Valentino Lodge no 1449 

Ms. Jessica Rodriguez 

Roma Lodge no 1573 

Ms. Debbie Rosa 

Russell Waymire Farms 

Mr. Anthony Sagariballa 

Doug Sampson, CPA 

San Joaquin Chemicals, Inc. 

Mr. Sonny Sanchez 

Sanders & Slater Fine Furniture 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sanford 

Scarlett Parks Foundation 

Schafer Associates 

Mr. Elmer Schott 

Mr. Phil Schuh 

Selma High School Leadership 

Selma RPS Real Estate 

Mr. Simao Sequeira 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Shaffer

John Shamshoian  

Shannon Ranch Elementary PTA 

Shannon Village Market 

Ms. Wendy Shannon 

Mr. & Mrs. John Shaw 

Mr. Owen P. Shaw 

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Shekoyan 

Shelley Farms 

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Sherrill 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Shimamoto 

Silveira Brothers Dairy 

Silveira Dairy 

Mrs. Jennifer Silveira 

Mr. Leland Silveira 

Ms. P. Susan Silveira 

Ms. Stefanie Silveira 

Mr. Sukhdev Singh 

Drs. Aleli Siongco & Steven D. Cachero 

Mr. Supot Siriphand 

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Sloan 

SmithGroup JJR 

Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Smittcamp 

Solecon Industrial 

Sons of Italy, Colombo-Stella Lodge no 1149 

Sons of Italy, Enrico Caruso Lodge no 1463 

Sort for Kids 

Mr. & Mrs. Perry V. Southard 

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan D. Souza 

Stan & Darlene Spano 

SPDES Inc 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Spencer 

Mr. Edward Stacy & Ms. Gloria Liu 

Mr. & Mrs. Brent Stolpestad 

Surfing for Hope 

Mrs. Debbie Suryn 

Mr. & Mrs. Tony H. Taylor 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Tedford 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene V. Terry 

Tesei Petroleum, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Thaxter 

The American Bottling Co. 

The Niner Foundation 

The Zenith 

Mr. Hersch Thompson 

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Thomsen 

Mr. & Mrs. Colin Thomson 

Ms. Laura Tieman 

Mrs. Judy Tolentino 

Mr. Michael Torosian 

Mr. Lonnie Turney 

Unique Energy Drink 

United Way of Stanislaus County 

Mr. Dennis Vaccaro 

Mr. & Mrs. Clark Valceschini 

Valley Life Foundation 

Valley Packline Solutions, Inc. 

Ms. Bernice Van Klaveren 

Mr. & Mrs. Bronson Van Wyck 

Mr. Louis M. Vasquez, Jr. 

Dr. Neepa Ved 

Mr. & Mrs. Joeal Venkatesan 

Vieira Family Ranch and Hay 

Vince Leal Hoof Trimming 

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Visser 

The Vote Family 

W. C. Davis Farms 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Weber 

Mrs. Sharon M. Weber 

West Hills Community College Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. R. D. West 

Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. Wheatley, MD 

Mr. Brian Whelan 

Wholesale Grocers, Inc. 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Wilbur 

Mr. Lou Williams 

Tom Williams 

Wilson School PTO 

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Winn 

Woltjer Ranches 

Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Wood 

Mr. & Mrs. Todd F. Yingling 

Mrs. Annette Young 

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Zacky 

Mr. & Mrs. Darin Zuber 
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2018
STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS

CARED FOR KIDS FROM

OUTPATIENT VISITSNICUS

EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT VISITSBEDS URGENT CARE VISITS

FACILITIES

358

31STATES

288,080

114,452 23,053

4
330

1 Regional Level IV

1 Community Level III

2 Intermediate Level II

Main Hospital

Statistical Highlights

40

7  Specialty Care Centers

8  Primary Care Locations

1  Urgent Care Center

SPECIALTY CARE VISITS

REFERRING HEALTH PROVIDERSPRIMARY CARE VISITS

InPATIENT DISCHARGES

ob/gyn VISITS

ACTIVE RESEARCH STUDIES

staff CLINICAL TRAINING & EDUCATION

12,040

195,518

61,881

7,628

200+

3,000+

650+  Physicians

3,400+  Employees

450+  Volunteers

200+  Residents and medical students

900+  Nurses and allied health professionals
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Futures Worth Fighting For.

9300 Valley Children’s Place

Madera, CA 93636-8762

(559) 353-3000

valleychildrens.org


