
“It was a bad year,” says Ignatio Cuellar. “It started with 
this.” He holds up his thumb. The scarring encases his 
hand and travels up his forearm. “Next I’m diagnosed 
with diabetes.” Ignatio reaches into the oversized stroller 
and pulls 7-year-old Daniel into his arms. “Then my son 
keeps vomiting.” Ignatio searches the sky. “It’s too 
much. I ask God, “why are you allowing this?’”

Three trips to a Bakersfield emergency room frustrate 
Ignatio Cuellar and his wife, Iraida. “They keep saying it’s 
a virus,” says Ignatio. “They do lab work and everything’s 
negative.” During the family’s third visit, Daniel can 
barely stand. Three days later he won’t wake up. When 
finally roused, his eyes don’t match. “This time we go to 
a clinic and the doctor says he’ll refer us to Valley 
Children’s. My wife says, ‘Look at him. We can’t wait for 
a referral.’ Then someone at the clinic says we don’t 
need one. We didn’t know we could just walk in.”

An emergency medicine specialist at Valley Children’s 
orders a CT scan that reveals a brain tumor blocking 
cerebral spinal fluid, causing pressure on Daniel’s brain.

“They said if we’d waited another three days, Daniel 
would have died,” says Ignatio. Neurosurgeons
remove most of the tumor to minimize risk and test
it for cancer. “They come back and say it’s an
aggressive cancer.” More surgery, chemotherapy
and radiation follow. The family lives at Valley Children’s 
for three months. 

“The week Daniel was going to be discharged we didn’t 
know what we were going to do or where we would 
go,” says Ignatio. Outpatient treatment would continue 
for a year. “The case manager helped us so much. He 
found us an apartment just five minutes away.”

Daniel’s treatment ends with the cancer in remission. 
The family returns to Bakersfield where Ignatio enters a 
medical assistant educational program. “I graduated in 
July with honors and a 4.0,” he says, standing a little 
taller. ”I did it all because of my son. My goal is to 
become a nurse practitioner and work at Valley
Children’s Hospital. Now I thank God for my injury.
It happened so I could stay with my son.” 
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– Ignatio Cuellar, Daniel’s dad


