
Pediatric Complex Care Medical Home 

Course Name:  Pediatric Complex Care Medical Home 

Clerkship Director: Carmela Sosa, MD 

Email:     GME@valleychildrens.org 

Phone:    559-353-5141 

Location:  Valley Children’s Hospital 

   Charlie Mitchell Children’s Clinic 

Duration:  4 weeks total 

   3 weeks Complex Care Clinic; outpatient experience 

   1 week Complex Care Clinic; inpatient experience  

Target Learner:   A fourth year medical student who is interested in broadening and deepening 
their pediatric knowledge of children with complex, multi-system disease, 
technological dependence, and other special health-care needs.  

Course Description:   The student will work as part of a multi-disciplinary medical team.  The rotation 
will expose the student to a broad range of patients whose medical home is the 
Complex Care Clinic at Valley Children’s Hospital.  The clinic’s mission is to 
provide comprehensive care for medically fragile children and their families.  
The clinic is additionally staffed with a full-time pharmacist, social worker, and 
case manager.    

The rotation will consist of inpatient service for one week, and outpatient clinic 
experience for 3 weeks. 

Goals and Objectives: 

• Receive hands-on clinical experience, and have the opportunity to provide 
hands-on care through obtaining medical histories and performing physical 
exams.   

• Learn and demonstrate patient assessments and develop treatment plans with 
the supervising physician(s).  

• Be introduced to technology-dependent children and their equipment, including 
feeding tubes, ventilators and tracheostomies as they apply to the primary care 
setting.   



• Become familiar with the role of the primary care pediatrician in palliative care 
for pediatric patients.  

• Be exposed to the nature of the physician/parent/patient relationship. 
• Be mentored in the role of delivering patient education. 
• Familiarize oneself with local support agencies, school programs and legal 

structure in place to assist children with complex medical needs through 
opportunities provided by the attending throughout the rotation.  

• Attend and participate in didactic sessions on a regular basis between the 
student and attending physician(s). 

• Be familiar and demonstrate knowledge of the concept of a “Medical Home” as 
it relates to the care of children with disabilities and complex medical problems.  

Evaluator(s): A composite evaluation will be completed by the Academic Chief.  This 
evaluation will be derived from written feedback by at least one attending 
faculty, and ancillary staff who have had direct and extended interaction with 
the student.  

Evaluation Process: The student will be evaluated on the following points: 

• Rotation Attendance 
• Participation and performance during clinical activities 
• Willingness to perform independent reading assignments 
• Involvement in didactic sessions 

Report instructions: Report to GME office for orientation at 7:30am on the first day of rotation, and 
then report to the assigned clinic. 

Daily schedule: 7:30am morning report followed by clinical duties according to the attending 
physician. 

Equipment Needed: Stethoscope, reflex hammer 

Call Requirements: None 

Student Presentation: Students will be required to give a 5-10 minute presentation on one of the 
disease processes encountered in clinic. 

Special Requirements: None 

Travel requirements:   Home visits will be an opportunity during this rotation, but are not required.  
The Charlie Mitchell clinic is located on the main campus of Valley Children’s 
Hospital.   


