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From the beginning, Valley Children’s has been fighting for 
children’s futures. And when I look back on 2015 and the 
significant milestones we achieved, I’m reminded that the 
founders of a small grassroots hospital could have never in 
their wildest dreams imagined the futures they were ensuring 
more than 65 years ago.

The passion and commitment that brought five young 
mothers together is what continues to bring the best pedi-
atric care providers, volunteers and supporters together for 
Valley Children’s today.

In 2015 we added a new specialty care center in Bakersfield, 
expanded partnerships with hospitals and physician groups 
as well as enhanced our pediatric residency and fellowship 
programs. And we saw increased patient volumes – which 
means we’re helping more children and their families, and 
impacting more lives.

New technologies like MAGEC, a magnetic device that 
enables surgeons to straighten a child’s spine gradually and 
non-invasively, have made the lives of countless families 
easier and futures brighter. 

Expanded programs, like Interventional Radiology, which 
uses medical imaging to perform minimally invasive 
procedures, are helping our patients and their families get 
better answers and solutions more quickly and more safely. 

Our recent designation as a Level II Pediatric Trauma Center 
– the only pediatric trauma center in Central California – 
allows us to receive ill and injured children directly from the 
field by helicopter or ambulance and provide lifesaving care 
even faster.  

But we’re not stopping here. We’re continuing to strive for 
excellence and ensure the futures of the children of the 
Central Valley and beyond. Because these are futures worth 
fighting for.

Futures Worth Fighting For.

Todd A. Suntrapak
President and CEO
Valley Children’s Healthcare
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Fighting For
Children’s Futures

Ensuring High-Quality Care
In fiscal year 2015, Valley Children’s achieved 
239 days without a single catheter-associated 
urinary tract infection (CAUTI), and in February, 
we celebrated a full year with zero CAUTIs.

We also fully met the Leapfrog Group’s 
standards for:

• doctors ordering medications 
 through a computer

• specially trained doctors caring 
 for intensive care unit patients

• applying steps to avoid harm, and 

• managing serious errors 

outlined in the industry watchdog’s 2015 report. 

And due to our extraordinary performance 
in children’s asthma care, The Joint Commission 
named Valley Children’s a Top Performer on 
Key Quality Measures for 2014 data by 
achieving 95 percent or above on several 
accountability measures.  

In addition, we achieved remarkable results 
compared to our peers nationally in terms of 
survival and morbidity for neonates with 
birthweights less than 1,500 grams. Our 88-bed, 
Regional Level IV Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
at Valley Children’s Hospital provides the highest 
level, around-the-clock care possible for 
vulnerable babies in Central California.

“Doing the right thing, day after day, child after 
child, we will improve outcomes for our patients,” 
Dr. Karen Dahl, vice president, quality and patient 
safety, said. “We’re serious about patient safety 
and high-quality care and we won’t take short-
cuts. We work together as a team with the goal of 
zero harm for every patient and family every day.”

To that end, Valley Children’s emphasizes 
interdisciplinary teamwork and transparency 
both internally and externally. Steps this year 
to achieve our goal of delivering high-quality, 
safe patient care included: 

• Adding a daily safety huddle to assess 
 issues and develop real-time solutions 
 that directly affect patient care.

• Increasing involvement in the national 
 collaborative, Solutions for Patient Safety, 
 including contributing to the development 
 of national standards for the prevention 
 of peripheral IV infiltrates.

• Joining the American College of Surgeons’ 
 National Surgical Quality Improvement 
 Pediatric Program, a new national quality 
 database that piloted in 2008, to improve 
 surgical patient outcomes.

• Implementing programs like TeamSTEPPS 
 to empower all staff and patient families to 
 speak up for patient safety. 

• And more. 

“To effect change, we shifted our emphasis 
toward identifying our strengths and 
opportunities, increasing communication, 
measuring improvements and comparing 
ourselves to others nationally,” Dr. David 
Christensen, chief medical officer, said.

“Achieving the best quality outcomes and 
zero medical errors is not just a nice idea – 
it’s real and something we can only do by 
working together as a team with our staff, 
physicians, patients and families.” 
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The Leapfrog Hospital Survey 2015 Report

Valley Children’s Hospital
ANCC Magnet Hospital

Doctors Order Medications
Through A Computer

Specially Trained Doctors 
Care For ICU Patients

Steps To Avoid Harm Managing Serious Errors

Four bars are best performance

*Comparative 2014 data from the Vermont Oxford Network (VON) for Level II-III NICUs,
Our intermediate Level II center provides specialty care. Our community Level III center provides subspecialty care for critically ill newborn infants.

*Comparative 2014 data from the Vermont Oxford Network (VON) for Level III C NICUs, the Network’s highest level NICU. (Level III C NICU is equivalent to the Level IV recognized as the highest 
level NICU by the American Academy of Pediatrics.) VON is a non-profit collaboration of healthcare professionals dedicated to improving medical care for newborn infants and their families. 
Composed of more than 900 neonatal intensive care units worldwide, the Network maintains a database including information about the care and outcomes of high-risk newborn infants.

Most Recent Valley Children’s NICU Outcomes Data* (for babies with birthweight of <1,500 grams):

Valley Children’s babies rank among the highest in terms of severity of illness among NICUs nationally in a comparative database, yet we 
achieve more remarkable results in terms of survival and morbidity compared to our peers.  
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Valley Children’s Level II-III NICU at Saint Agnes Medical Center 

Ensuring High-Quality Care
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Pediatric Research 
Making an Impact
Complex heart defects, obesity, whooping 
cough, inflammatory bowel disease…

Valley Children’s doctors and nurses are taking 
advantage of the rapidly advancing field of 
medical genetics and targeted therapies to 
increase research and treatment opportunities 
for our diverse patient population’s unique needs. 

This year, for example, some Valley Children’s 
patients with cystic fibrosis benefited from a 
targeted, experimental medication that improves 
lung function in children with a particular genetic 
abnormality. The U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion ultimately approved the medication. 

“This is exciting because precision medicine 
can use information specifically about a child’s 
genetic makeup to prevent, diagnose, treat and 
manage their illness,” Cathy Key, Valley Children’s 
manager, research, said.  

Our Cancer and Blood Diseases Center ranks in 
the top 4 percent of all therapeutic enrollments 
to Children’s Oncology Group (COG), the world’s 
largest organization devoted exclusively to 
childhood and adolescent cancer research with 
support from the National Cancer Institute. Our 
high enrollment makes us a valuable contributor 
to ensure advanced treatment protocols for the 
nation’s children and beyond.  

The National Hemophilia Foundation also 
honored our Hemophilia Treatment Center 
with the Champion of the Year 2015 award for 
enrolling a large number of hemophilia patients 
in a nationwide campaign to advance treatment 
and research of the rare blood disorder.

In collaboration with the University of 
California, Merced, many of our patients 
diagnosed with valley fever – a potentially 
deadly disease indigenous to the Valley – are 
participating in a study that compares certain 
markers in their blood to the blood of their 
unaffected siblings to determine why only 
some children fall ill after exposure. 

And we offer family members of children with 
Type 1 diabetes the opportunity to test their 
blood to see if they are developing antibodies, 
which could predict whether insulin-producing 
cells in the pancreas are damaged. The effort 
may lead to increased knowledge of this 
devastating disease and the ability to more 
accurately predict who may be at risk for 
developing diabetes.

Valley Children’s pediatric research program 
comprises more than 160 national clinical 
trials and research studies. Our high patient 
volume and variety of medical conditions 
enable us to offer families the option to submit 
tissue and blood samples to repositories in 
which researchers can evaluate genetic changes 
in children with illnesses. This provides Valley 
Children’s the opportunity to significantly 
contribute to the development of more 
effective and/or targeted therapies that may 
cause fewer side effects and improve quality 
of life.

• Participating with 14 other hospitals worldwide in an 
 endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) 
 study to establish pediatric guidelines for this minimally 
 invasive procedure that evaluates, diagnoses and treats 
 diseases of the liver, bile ducts and pancreas.

• Providing nursing education for patients prior to surgery 
 to evaluate whether this results in shorter lengths of stay.

• Evaluating best practices to prevent adverse drug events.

• Increasing enrollment of children to COG research 
 studies by 44% compared to 2014. 

• Consistently maintaining exemplary data submission 
 of quality measures for COG research studies between 
 94-100% over the past three years. 

Other examples of how we’re 
making a difference: 
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Working Together for
Brighter Tomorrows

Dr. Sze Ho had built a well-respected private 
practice in Bakersfield that served three 
generations of Kern County families. So when 
the longtime pediatrician decided to retire, he 
wanted to ensure that San Dimas Pediatrics 
remained open for his patients and staff. 

Dr. Ho found his answer. Upon his retirement 
in December 2014, San Dimas Pediatrics joined 
Valley Children’s Medical Group. Now Valley 
Children’s can ensure Dr. Ho’s well-established 
practice continues to provide the same excellent 
pediatric medical care for years to come. 

Offering this type of opportunity is part of Valley 
Children’s efforts to increase collaboration with 
a network of independent physicians, pediatric 
primary care practices and local hospitals along 
with our specialty care centers and satellite 
locations to deliver the best medical care to all 
children throughout Central California. 

“As we work together with providers and 
practices across the Valley, greater numbers 
of children will have access to the expert, 
comprehensive care they need closer to where 
they live,” Valley Children’s CEO and President 
Todd Suntrapak said. “This will help all of us 
ensure high-quality care remains in the Valley.” 

Other examples range from Valley Children’s 
offering clinical care and telemedicine support 
for top hospitals, to hosting continuing 
medical education symposiums. “As we 
co- manage pediatric patients earlier in the 
treatment process, we can reduce the need 
for hospitalization and advanced care,” Randy 
Guerrero, title, said. 

For instance, using telemedicine a Valley 
Children’s neonatologist recommended that a 
baby at Sierra View District Hospital didn’t need 
to be transferred yet to Valley Children’s Hospital 
for higher level care.

“This enabled the baby and his family to avoid an 
unnecessary transport and kept them close to 
home,” Jeff Hudson, Sierra View District Hospital’s 
vice president, patient care, in Porterville, said.

Dr. Emerson Walls, a pediatrician in Fresno, 
values the accessibility of Valley Children’s 
pediatric subspecialists. “It’s nice to be able to 
just call them, to have that support,” he said. 

Pediatrician Dr. Bharati Shah appreciates 
Valley Children’s new 34th Street Specialty 
Care Center in Bakersfield. “It’s more convenient 
for patients and saves them from unnecessary 
travel,” she said. 

Collaborating for the Best Care

Dr. Philip Bauman, a Modesto pediatrician, 
said the Zambrana family was pleased they 
could consult electronically from Valley 
Children’s McHenry Specialty Care Center in 
Modesto, with a Valley Children’s pediatric 
plastic surgeon at Valley Children’s Hospital 
in Madera, for their 3-year-old daughter’s 
ganglion cyst. “They said the telemedicine 
visit with Dr. (Peter) Witt was informative 
and convenient,” Dr. Bauman said. 

Dr. Peter Witt
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Valley Children’s has developed an innovative 
program to ensure our future pediatricians 
and pediatric specialists are prepared to 
participate in and lead today’s evolving 
model of patient-centered care focused 
on quality improvement, safety and 
interdisciplinary teamwork. 

Providing strong thought leadership for more 
than six decades, Valley Children’s has trained 
residents throughout the Valley for the past 
40 years.

This year, we took the lead in training the next 
generation of pediatricians and pediatric 
surgical and medical specialists by creating our 
own three-year pediatric residency program.

Our vision for the Valley Children’s Pediatric 
Residency Program, Affiliated with Stanford 
University School of Medicine*, includes 
concentrating on quality and patient safety, 
interprofessional education, and community 
partnerships, as well as hands-on care in 
our Hospital.

“Our goal is to help meet the Valley’s increasing 
demand for skilled pediatricians and pediatric 
specialists for years to come,” Dr. Jolie Limon, 
chief of pediatrics, said.

Beginning in July 2017, 13 pediatric resident 
physicians per class will perform multiple roles 
of student, teacher and clinician simultaneously. 
They will work closely with physicians, nurses, 
pharmacists, administrators and other healthcare 
professionals, including our partners in local hos-
pitals and medical groups. 

“Gone are the days of only stressing diagnosis 
and management of patients and training 
physicians in silos,” Dr. Limon said. “Medical 
education needs to integrate continuous quality 
improvement, evidence-based outcomes, 
teamwork, seamless transitions and more into 
clinical curricula to effect lasting change.”

Valley Children’s diverse and underserved 
region offers unique clinical opportunities 
with a full array of pediatric subspecialty 
and support services.

Our residents will be exposed to a high 
volume and wide variety of complex and 
critically ill children while backed by 
state-of-the-art technology and a 
comprehensive healthcare network. 

With Stanford as our partner, Stanford residents 
will begin one-month rotations at Valley 
Children’s emergency department in July 2016. 
Valley Children’s residents will spend two months 
at Stanford training in adolescent medicine and 
developmental and behavioral pediatrics. 

Training The Next Generation

*Institutional Accreditation by the Accreditation Council on Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) of the American Medical Association received in October 2015. 

Our goal is to help meet the Valley’s increasing demand for skilled 
pediatricians and pediatric specialists for years to come.
Dr. Jolie Limon
Chief of Pediatrics

Dr. Jolie Limon, chief of pediatrics (center), and a medical resident check on a patient.
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Helping children with autism step into 
their futures with greater skills and 
increased quality of life: That’s the mission 
of the Fresno State Autism Center at 
Valley Children’s Hospital.

Valley Children’s Healthcare and Fresno 
State formed this partnership in August. 
The program is centered at Valley Children’s 
Madera campus.

“Nationwide, autism rates are rising, and 
together Valley Children’s and Fresno State 
can help more families that need our 
support,” David Hodge, Jr., Valley Children’s 
executive director, ambulatory services, said.

“We are two organizations solely focused 
on the wellbeing of young people, and this 
is an opportunity for us to come together to 
address the needs of children with autism. 
We are united in fighting for their futures. We 
want these children to lead as productive and 
happy lives as possible, despite the challenges 
autism presents.” 

The Autism Center selected the Madera 
campus as its first satellite location away 
from its headquarters at Fresno State. 
Children receive therapy at both locations 
to improve language, learning, motor and 
social skills.

The Madera location cuts down on travel time 
for families in north Fresno and Madera 
County. Tim Yeager, the Autism Center’s 
clinical director, notes that this location also 
provides a seamless transition for children 
receiving other services at the Hospital.

Nine children are currently receiving services 
at the Madera campus. Most come every 
weekday and receive 15 to 30 hours of 
therapy a week. Fresno State students in 
related majors provide the therapy, and they 
benefit from being at Valley Children’s. “It 
gives our staff an opportunity to work in an 
environment of professionals geared toward 
serving children,” Yeager said. 

Improving Quality of Life 
for Children with Autism 

California State University, Fresno, students Paola Nieto (left) and Ludvik Papikian (right), 
help provide therapeutic services for Alex Boling and other children with autism.
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Providing Advanced Treatment 
for Healthier Futures

Youngsters with severe scoliosis are benefiting from new technology using magnets to improve spinal curvatures. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
approved MAGEC (MAGnetic Expansion Control) in 2014, and we were among the first in the state to offer it.

Dr. Michael Elliott, pediatric orthopaedic surgeon, implants an adjustable rod and over months uses a magnetic device to lengthen it, eliminating the need 
for multiple surgeries. “It (treatment) feels like a nice massage,” Jayden Ortiz, 5, our first patient, said. 

Medical MAGEC for Early-Onset Scoliosis

TECHNOLOGY
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New technologies allow us to offer a remarkable procedure to fix serious digestive problems without major surgery. 

Dr. Roberto Gugig is one of a few gastroenterologists in California certified to perform pediatric endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) 
to diagnose and treat complex problems in children’s livers, pancreases and gall bladders. “It’s amazing,” Carolina Martinez said. The minimally invasive 
procedure allowed her baby, Jaxson, to keep a major bile duct slightly bigger than the thickness of a credit card.

New Procedure Treats 
GI Problems Without Surgery

We are improving the quality of life for patients who have epilepsy using upgraded vagus nerve stimulation therapy to stop many seizures before they 
occur. A new FDA-approved device is used in the therapy to monitor heart rate and short-circuit impending seizures with electrical impulses to the brain. 

Jessica Leon was our first patient – and the third in California – to receive the implant.  “It’s a significant advancement,” Dr. Steven Ehrreich, 
medical director, pediatric neurology, said.

Upgraded Therapy Aims to Prevent Seizures  

TECHNOLOGYTECHNOLOGY

Carolina Martinez is thankful for the care that her son, Jaxson, received at Valley Children’s. 

Wendy Nagle, NP, assists Jessica Leon during a follow-up visit at Valley Children’s. 
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Summer Soto once had trouble getting out 
of bed. Her body leaned to one side, and she 
often needed pain medication to make it 
through the day.

At first, mom Jamie Cook thought her daughter 
had growing pains. But as Summer’s condition 
worsened last year, Cook consulted her 
pediatrician and Valley Children’s.

They discovered that Summer, now a second-
grader in North Fork, had a large aneurysmal 
bone cyst of her spine that caused pain and 
twisting of the spine (scoliosis). Typically, surgery 
would be used to remove a portion of her spine, 
with rods then inserted in her back. 

But Valley Children’s Hospital, home to one 
of the largest pediatric imaging centers in the 
state, offered a less invasive option. Summer 
was a candidate for an interventional radiology 
procedure – an approach that uses medical 
imaging, such as computed tomography (CT), 
X-ray or ultrasound, to diagnose and treat a 
variety of conditions.

Summer has undergone two procedures to 
treat the aneurysmal bone cyst. Dr. Trevor 
Davis, who heads Valley Children’s Pediatric 
Interventional Radiology Program, said the 
medical team used a CT scan to guide needles 
in various compartments of the cyst to deliver 
medicine that kills abnormal tumor cells.

“She’s doing very well,” he said. “I expect the 
tumor will be completely treated after two or 
three more treatments.”

“Summer has handled the procedures well,” Cook 
said. “It’s great to see her acting like a 
normal 8-year-old kid.”

Summer is standing up straight, no longer needs 
regular pain medication, and is itching to play 
sports. “She says, ‘I feel better now – when can I 
play soccer?’” her mom said. “I have to tell her to 
stop bouncing around.”

Interventional Radiology Offers
a Less Invasive Approach 

Procedure Benefits

• Many conditions that once required surgery can be treated noninvasively by interventional radiologists.

• Patients who undergo interventional radiology procedures often go home the same day as the procedure.

• The benefits of interventional radiology include faster recovery times, less pain and reduced scarring.

• Most procedures are performed with ultrasound, which does not use radiation.

TECHNOLOGY

Summer Soto
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Writing with a pencil, tying a shoelace or 
buttoning a button may seem like simple tasks – 
unless you don’t have a thumb. 

“I couldn’t imagine Mila growing up without 
being able to do these things,” Athena Servin said, 
referring to her daughter who was born with an 
undeveloped left thumb.  

The thumb is very different than the rest of the 
hand. Representing more than 60 percent of the 
hand’s function, the thumb is responsible for fine 
motor skills and complex activities such as 
picking a coin up off a flat surface or swinging 
a hammer.  

Fortunately, Mila and her parents did not have to 
travel far from their Merced home for help. Dr. 
Peter Witt at Valley Children’s had the answer. He 
is only one of about 40 doctors triple-boarded in 
hand, plastic and general surgery nationwide. 

Dr. Witt performed a procedure called 
pollicization in which he surgically created a 
thumb from Mila’s neighboring index finger. The 
highly complex, five-hour operation involved 
shortening, rotating and repositioning the 
muscles in her hand to achieve both a functional 
and cosmetic result.

“This is the queen of all hand surgeries,” 
Dr. Witt, medical director, pediatric plastic 
surgery, said. “We like to correct it before the 
child starts school.” 

In utero, the baby’s face and hands develop 
at the same time. “So if there’s a craniofacial 
problem, often there’s a hand problem as well,” 
Dr. Witt said. 

In Mila’s case, she experienced multiple congenital 
anomalies due to genetic defects that affected her 
heart, spine, esophagus, kidneys, eyes and more. 
Most of these issues have been resolved, but 
she continues to receive specialized pediatric 
orthopaedic services at Valley Children’s. 

Now 4 years old, the bright, energetic preschooler 
has adapted well to her new thumb. “I’m so glad 
we did this surgery,” her mom said. “She’s doing 
great. We’re very grateful for Dr. Witt and 
Valley Children’s.”

Life With a New Thumb

Pediatric Plastic Surgery Services

• A visible disfigurement can negatively impact a child’s self-esteem during critical years of development.

• Valley Children’s is the only provider of comprehensive inpatient and outpatient pediatric plastic surgery services in the region.

• Our dedicated, board-certified pediatric plastic surgery team specializes in hand abnormalities, trauma, craniofacial anomalies, 
 vascular anomalies, and skin and soft tissue tumors.

TREATMENT

Mila Sanchez
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The anxious Torres family thought they were lost 
while heading 70 miles south from Ceres toward 
Valley Children’s Hospital in Madera. Suddenly, the 
large, colorful campus set in an open field emerged 
on the horizon.

“It looked like Disneyland!” Gerardo Torres recalled. 

The inspiring sight helped calm their fears. Gerardo 
and his wife, Lydia, had just learned from their 
pediatrician that their joyful, 13-month-old 
daughter, Beatriz, had a significant mass on her 
right kidney, and “Valley Children’s is waiting 
for you.”

The mass turned out to be Wilms’ tumor, a rare 
kidney cancer that makes up about 6 percent of all 
childhood cancers. The Torres’ quickly realized the 
skilled team inside Valley Children’s reflected their 
same positive first impression.  

“When you hear the ‘c’ word, your heart sinks,” Lydia 
said, remembering how pediatric hematologist/
oncologist Dr. J. Daniel Ozeran compassionately 
delivered the news. “You think this can’t be hap-
pening. You want to know you’re in the best place 
– and we did.” 

“Everyone is caring and confident; they listen,” 
Beatriz’s grandparents, Sal and Mary Prieto, agreed. 

With prompt and aggressive treatment, Wilms’ 
tumor is successfully treated in most children. 
Our pediatric intensive care specialists controlled 
Beatriz’s dangerously high blood pressure due to 
her condition before one of our pediatric surgeons 
surgically removed the mass.

After surgery, Beatriz began a comprehensive, 
five-month treatment plan of chemotherapy 
and radiation to kill any remaining cancerous 
tumor cells. 

“Beatriz is an old soul; she never cried and always 
smiled,” Lydia said, as Beatriz laughed and twirled in 
a pink tutu at their home. “She gave us our strength,” 
Gerardo added.  

Now age 3, Beatriz undergoes regular imaging 
scans and checkups with cancer and nephrology 
specialists all in the same day at Valley Children’s 
to ensure she remains healthy – a task an oncology 
nurse navigator helps coordinate.

“We know Valley Children’s is always here for us,” 
Lydia said, as Beatriz hugged her lovingly. “That 
means everything.”

The Mendiburu Magic 
Foundation awarded 
the Nancy Mendiburu 
Compassion Award 
for Innovative Cancer 
Research to Dr. John 
Gates, director of 
Valley Children’s 

Childhood Cancer Survivorship Program. 
This award is given to individuals who 
demonstrate excellence in pediatric 
cancer research and embrace Nancy’s 
values of humility, integrity and 
compassion. Dr. Gates leads Central 
California’s only childhood cancer 
survivorship program, which helps 
prepare survivors for adulthood and 
maintain excellent health for years 
to come. 

The Foundation helps meet the needs of 
Kern County families with children facing 
cancer or other catastrophic illnesses. Since 
2005, it has invested $40,000 to support 
these families at Valley Children’s.

‘Valley Children’s Is Waiting For You’ Mendiburu Magic Foundation 
Honors Dr. John Gates

Pediatric Cancer and Blood Diseases Center

• A leading childhood cancer center on the West Coast.

• Diagnoses and treats more than 120 new cancer cases a year.

• Provides and significantly contributes to the advanced treatment protocols 
 established by the Children’s Oncology Group, the world’s largest organization 
 dedicated to childhood cancer and research.

TREATMENT

Beatriz Torres
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Peyton Laffoon, a high school senior from 
Bakersfield with cystic fibrosis, will never forget 
how Valley Children’s made it possible for him 
to enjoy a big moment in his young life. He was 
hospitalized with a lung infection and couldn’t 
play in his high school’s homecoming football 
game. But Peyton wanted to cheer his buddies 
from the stands.

Doctors at our nationally-recognized Cystic 
Fibrosis Center were determined to help him be 
there. Peyton made it. “It showed how much the 
doctors really cared and loved me,” he said.

Our experienced doctors and staff know how to 
treat the body and the spirit. They provide the 
best care to families facing the difficult diagnosis 
of cystic fibrosis. Outside agencies agree. 

California Children’s Services and the national 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation both recognize our 
center as a multidisciplinary clinic that provides 
a high standard of care. 

Cystic fibrosis is a life-threatening genetic disease 
that causes persistent lung infections and over 
time limits the ability to breathe. “Life expectancy 
is now close to 40, nearly double from 25 years 
ago,” said Dr. Reddivalam Sudhakar, medical 
director for pediatric pulmonology and our cystic 
fibrosis program.

He has treated patients with complex pulmonary 
disorders for nearly 25 years at Valley Children’s. 

Dr. Sudhakar encourages Peyton to face the 
future with optimism. Peyton has better lung 
function than many peers without cystic fibrosis. 
“Medical breakthroughs, including a cure, are 
possible in the near future,” Dr. Sudhakar said.

Peyton takes the encouragement to heart and is 
determined not to let the disease define his life. 
He’s an Eagle Scout and serves as president of 
his church youth group. He has a 4.3 GPA and an 
academic scholarship to Arizona State University.

Peyton tries to contribute positively to life. When 
he comes to our Madera campus for checkups, he 
brings his guitar and sings. Some of the doctors 
and nurses join in the songs. “They’re like family,” 
Peyton said. 

Treating the Body and Spirit

Cystic Fibrosis Care

• We are a multidisciplinary California Children’s Services recognized Cystic Fibrosis Center and Home Ventilator Clinic, 
 as well as a Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (CFF)-accredited care center affiliated with the CFF Core Center at Stanford Medical 
 Center, providing the highest quality care.

• Led by board-certified pediatric pulmonologists, our Cystic Fibrosis Center sees about 170 patients a year. 

• Our cystic fibrosis patients voluntarily participate in a research project that compares their progress to patients at 
 other recognized centers across the nation. Our doctors use the data to create the best individualized treatment plans.

TREATMENT

Peyton Laffoon

2015 Annual Report 31



New and expressive paintings, photographs and sculptures now fill the inside 
walls and public spaces at Valley Children’s Hospital, bringing into focus our 
Healing Arts Program.

Research shows the arts can lower stress as well as reduce the need for 
medication and length of hospital stays. Popular sculptures like a 6-foot-long 
frog, multimedia collages and tiled art benches that could easily grace any art 
gallery help create a positive environment for our patients, families and staff.

Healing Art
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Where Are They Now?

Matthew Alvarado
At age 21, Matthew Alvarado already lives his 
dream as a professional athlete and coach. But 
he’ll never forget how the Valley Children’s team 
fought hard for his life – and future – when he 
nearly died six years ago following high school 
water polo practice. 

“They say I’m ‘one in a million,’” Alvarado said. 
“Sometimes that’s still hard to grasp.”

During that fateful evening in Fresno, Alvarado’s 
blood pressure and oxygen levels suddenly 
plummeted, while his heart rate and lung 
pressure escalated to alarming levels. The 
reason became clear only after he arrived at 
Valley Children’s. 

Pediatric specialists in our Willson Heart 
Center quickly determined the otherwise healthy 
15-year-old suffered a deadly congenital heart 
defect normally detected shortly after birth.

“It’s amazing he survived so many years,” Dr. 
Narakesari Heragu, a pediatric cardiologist, said. 

The defect – cor triatriatum – involved a 
membrane with a pin-size hole that subdivided 
Alvarado’s left upper heart chamber, creating an 
unnecessary chamber. The condition backed 
blood up into his lungs and prevented enough 
blood from reaching the rest of his body. 

Fortunately, Valley Children’s treats complex 
cases like Alvarado’s every day. Unable to 
breathe on his own, he received skilled 
supportive care in our pediatric intensive 
care unit. Meanwhile, Alvarado’s frail condition 
made open-heart surgery to remove the 
hazardous membrane unsafe.

So Dr. Carl Owada, a pediatric interventional 
cardiologist, prepared to perform a less-invasive 
procedure in our advanced pediatric catheteriza-
tion laboratory to decompress Alvarado’s lungs. 

But before Dr. Owada began enlarging the 
membrane hole with a tiny inflated balloon, he 
discovered the hole rested dangerously close to 
Alvarado’s heart wall. Now what? Known for 
innovative solutions, Dr. Owada devised and 
performed an alternate approach – and it worked. 

Dr. Edwin Petrossian, a pediatric cardiothoracic 
surgeon, later removed the membrane. Only two 
months after open-heart surgery, Alvarado won 
second place in a diving competition. Today, the 
Manteca resident coaches children in Livermore 
at California All-Stars, a top cheerleading gym in 
the world, and also competes. 

“Now I strive to help athletes reach their full 
potential,” Alvarado said, demonstrating dramatic 
flips for his students. “Valley Children’s made my 
future possible.”

Matthew Alvarado couldn’t wait to return to high 
school sports following his open-heart surgery. 
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When John Pepper recently attended his 7-year-
old grandson’s consultation at Valley Children’s 
Willson Heart Center, he felt an uncanny moment 
of déjà vu. 

When the 65-year-old Pepper was 6, his parents 
took him to Valley Children’s because he was 
experiencing frequent nose bleeds and fatigue. 
The cardiology specialists discovered he had 
coarctation of the aorta, a critical congenital heart 
defect that can lead to heart failure if untreated. 

The condition causes narrowing of the aorta, 
a major artery, and blocks normal blood flow. 
Although usually detected shortly after birth, the 
defect may not be diagnosed until later in life 
depending on the severity of symptoms. 

Today, the artery is widened through surgery or 
balloon angioplasty, a less invasive procedure 
performed in the catheterization lab. But in 1956, 
surgery was the only option for Pepper, and 
considered experimental.

With one less rib and a scar that wraps under his 
left underarm and down his back, Pepper went 
on to play high school and college football, marry 
and have children, and enjoy a career in restaurant 
management and owning a janitorial business. 
“I’ve felt fine ever since,” Pepper, one of Valley 
Children’s first patients to undergo a closed-heart 
surgery, said. “I’m thankful to be alive.” 

Tests indicated Pepper’s grandson doesn’t have a 
heart issue, but if he did, Pepper knows he’d be in 
good hands.

Valley Children’s has a long history of adopting the 
latest technology early. The nation’s first 
open-heart surgery occurred in 1952, the same 
year Valley Children’s opened and eventually 
became the Valley’s then sole provider of pediatric 
and adult heart surgical care. 

Among other achievements, Valley Children’s 
received international recognition for performing 
a mitral valve replacement on the youngest known 
survivor in the world in 1968, and did the region’s 
first heart valve replacements without open-heart 
surgery in 2013. “I’m blessed to be part of such a 
treasured legacy,” Pepper, a Bullard High School 
graduate from Fresno, said.

John Pepper

“Matthew is my favorite coach,” says Joe Grubbs of Matthew Alvarado today.

John Pepper (center) was about the age of his grandson, Kade Flanagan (right), 
when he underwent a significant heart procedure at Valley Children’s. 

John Pepper
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Christine Banda
Seventeen years ago, Christine Banda was 
a frightened teenager with severe scoliosis. 

She came to Valley Children’s for surgery to 
improve her spinal curvature, and the caring 
atmosphere created lasting memories and a 
dream for her future.

Someday, she wanted to work for the 
health network where she found healing 
and humanity. Three years ago, she started 
at the Madera campus as a clinical research 
coordinator. Banda is currently assisting on 
an innovative research study focused on a 
new instrument that may help reduce 
bleeding during orthopaedic surgeries like 
the one she had.

We have partnered in this study with four 
other children’s hospitals in the United States. 
Dr. Michael Elliott, pediatric orthopaedic 
surgeon, heads the effort at the Madera 
campus. “Our research will enhance surgical 
outcomes for children across the nation, and 
it reflects our dedication to actively pursuing 
the highest standard of care,” Dr. Elliott said. 

Banda uses her past experience to comfort 
scoliosis patients and their families about 
futures that seem scary. Many parents don’t 
know anyone who’s had the surgery, and the 
unknown can create anxiety. “They see me, 
and they’re full of relief,” Banda said. “They say, 
‘She looks completely normal, and she’s here 
today. Maybe we shouldn’t be so afraid.’ ”

Other details of her life provide additional 
comfort. The 32-year-old is married with two 
children. “I don’t go skydiving, but I pretty 
much live a normal life,” she said.

When Banda had her surgery, she had high 
praise for her caring doctors, and especially 
for her nurses. “They were awesome! The 
way they treated my family was so positive. 
My mom still talks about the nurses.” 

Shelley Krikorian was 11 years old when she 
started to experience double vision and lose 
an alarming amount of weight.

Just after Christmas 1991, she was diagnosed 
with leukemia and began months of treatment 
at Valley Children’s. Krikorian underwent 
chemotherapy and radiation, and has been 
cancer-free for 25 years.

“Having leukemia and having cancer – it was 
the worst and the best experience of my life,” 
Krikorian, now 35, said. “It was awful for me 
and my parents, but it molded me into the 
person I am.”

Today, Krikorian is healthy, married and the 
mother of two boys. She’s also a nurse and 
professional baker – careers inspired partly 
by her childhood battle.

While undergoing cancer treatment, 
Krikorian often was cooped up at home. She 
baked to pass the time but made the choice 
to pursue nursing in college. Over the years, 
she has worked at several hospitals, including 
Valley Children’s.

Yet she never lost her passion for baking. 
Krikorian now splits her time between Saint 
Agnes Medical Center, where she is a per diem 
nurse, and her bakery in Clovis. Sweet Izzy’s 
Cupcakes and Confections is named for her 
late maternal grandmother and fellow baker.

Krikorian is grateful to Valley Children’s for the 
treatment and support that ensured her future. 
“I received great care,” she said. “I couldn’t have 
asked for better oncologists.”

Dr. Vonda Crouse, who established the first 
pediatric oncology program in the Central 
Valley, was one of Krikorian’s oncologists at 
Valley Children’s.

“We’ve made great strides in treating and curing 
childhood cancers over the past few decades,” 
Dr. Crouse said. “Now, the vast majority of our 
patients are just like Shelley – survivors.”

Shelley Krikorian

Christine Banda shown here shortly before her orthopaedic surgery as a teenager (left), recently reviews a patient’s 
X-ray with Dr. Joseph Gerardi, medical director, pediatric orthopaedic surgery (right), at Valley Children’s.

Shelley Krikorian reminisces with Dr. Vonda Crouse, a Valley Children’s pediatric 
hematologist/oncologist, at Krikorian’s bakery, Sweet Izzy’s Cupcakes & Confections.   

Shelley Krikorian 
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We helped close the gap for children with hearing problems created when a state funding controversy left many with nowhere to get hearing aids.

In 2015, our new Hearing Aid Dispensing Program provided 222 hearing devices, sold about 17,000 batteries and repaired 136 devices – helping 
nearly 300 children. “This is part of Valley Children’s philosophy of serving every child regardless of ability to pay,” Dan Duran, PhD, hearing aid 
program coordinator, said.

Helping Children Hear

Benef iting the Region
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Nearly half the youngsters in Valley Children’s 11-county service area are overweight or obese. It’s a significant health issue, and this year we continued 
our alliance with school districts, county health departments and other community partners in search of solutions.

“As the only healthcare network in Central California dedicated to children, we’re committed to helping families because excess childhood weight 
causes illness, angst and suffering,” Tim Curley, our director of community and government relations, said.

Valley Children’s launched a major initiative in 2015 to partner with community physicians and parents to provide the best medical care for children with 
Down syndrome, a genetic disorder.

Dr. Carmela Sosa, a pediatrician at our Charlie Mitchell Children’s Center, developed treatment guides to help primary care doctors and families. 
We also shared information with nearly 200 doctors and other medical professionals at symposiums we sponsored, and we established a resource 
telephone line to answer questions.

Combatting ObesityDown Syndrome Services
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In the Spotlight

Superheroes really do exist. 

Captain America with his signature shield, Darth 
Vader and Princess Leia from Star Wars, and 
popular Transformers characters took time out of 
their busy schedules to bring smiles and hope to 
our young patients at Valley Children’s Hospital. 

But the costumed adventurers weren’t the only 
“action” figures to share their talents in support of 
our ill and injured kids. U.S. Navy pilots and crew 
members from Naval Air Station Lemoore who 
fly F/A-18 Super Hornets, and Quincy Pondexter, 
professional basketball star, shared laughs and 
stories with patients, families and staff. 

Professional quarterback Derek Carr and his 
brother and national sports commentator David 
Carr, of Bakersfield, generously volunteered their 
time to participate in TV and radio public service 
announcements to raise awareness about Valley 
Children’s. Derek and his wife, Heather, are 
grateful to Valley Children’s for saving their 
newborn son’s life. “It’s my hospital. It’s your 
hospital,” Derek emphasized to Valley residents. 

“Grammy,” also known as Cindee Espalin, has 
expanded a family tradition of crocheting baby 
blankets for all newborn patients who come 
through our doors at San Dimas Pediatrics in 
Bakersfield. “Every newborn gets a handmade 
blanket at their first visit,” Grammy’s daughter, Dr. 
Suzanne Espalin Pardo, said. “It’s that extra step 
that makes everyone feel like family.” 

Former San Francisco Giants star J.T. Snow 
supported Valley Children’s at the 10th Annual 
Modesto Business Expo, making more North 
Valley families aware of the high-quality pediatric 
care at our specialty care center in their home-
town and at our Hospital in Madera. 

The Fresno Grizzlies, the Triple-A affiliate of the 
Houston Astros, brightened the spirits of Jackson 
Standifer, one of our former patients and a 
Grizzlies fan, by offering him a contract to join 
the team during Good Karma Night at 
Chukchansi Park, with half of all ticket sales 
benefiting Valley Children’s. 

And when Parker, the Grizzlies mascot, needed 
specialized medical attention, he turned to Valley 
Children’s, of course! Dr. Michael Allshouse, 
medical director of pediatric surgery and of 
Central California’s only designated Level II 
Pediatric Trauma Center, was happy to help. 

Valley Children’s patients with cancer, their 
families and staff demonstrated the ultimate 
tribute to our bravest superheroes of all – our 
patients – when they recorded their own 
inspirational version of the popular “Fight Song” 
by Rachel Platten. 

Our Superheroes
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Financial Highlights

* Includes provider fee revenue and expense, which currently is a temporary program.

Net Patient Services Revenue*

Other Operating Revenue

Total Operating Revenues

Salaries and Benefits

Services, Supplies and Other*

Depreciation

Interest

Total Operating Expenses

Available to Reinvest in the Mission*

FY 2015
$606,513,180

26,676,916

633,190,096

305,670,486

203,787,985

26,003,539

7,292,779

542,754,789

$90,435,307

FY 2014
$468,045,604

21,331,670

489,377,274

294,809,633

130,880,074

24,227,752

8,030,433

457,947,892

$31,429,382

Consolidated Operating
Revenues and Expenses
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Consolidated Condensed
Balance Sheet

FY 2014
$12,965,725

64,300,483

5,405,000

50,375,750

133,046,958

652,898,885

14,972,554

253,682,336

16,813,399

$1,071,414,132

$64,480,993

5,405,000

69,885,993

140,603,626

66,651,596

277,141,215

773,118,994

7,252,148

13,901,775

794,272,917

$1,071,414,132

FY 2015
$12,167,027

67,388,372

6,029,294

83,623,956

169,208,649

670,506,561

15,225,387

252,516,805

17,209,209

$1,124,666,611

$72,566,588

5,745,000

78,311,588

123,295,378

85,876,241

287,483,207

799,054,196

21,802,163

16,327,045

837,183,404

$1,124,666,611

Assets
Cash & Equivalents

Patient Accounts Receivable, Net of Allowances for Uncollectible Amounts

Board Designated Investments, Current Portion

Other Current Assets

Current Assets

Board Designated Investments, Net of Current Portion

Bond Trustee Assets

Property and Equipment, Net of Accumulated Depreciation

Other Long-Term Assets

Total Assets

Liabilities
Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses

Current Portion of Long-Term Debt

Current Liabilities

Long-Term Debt

Other Long-Term Liabilities

Total Liabilities

Net Assets
Unrestricted

Temporarily Restricted

Permanently Restricted

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets
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Making a Lasting Difference

On a given day each month, members of 
Valley Children’s 14 Guilds share in the joy, 
compassion and medical wonders that define 
the region’s top pediatric hospital.

A special “shadowing” program provides 
members with a unique insider’s experience 
of areas supported in the Guilds’ $4 million 
endowments goal. Members follow in the 
footsteps of children and their families. They 
watch procedures in The Willson Heart Center, 
observe Child Life specialists educate and 
encourage through play, and walk with chaplains 
who provide comfort through the Spiritual 
Care Services team.

“The shadowings have been a life-changing 
experience for many of our members,” Guild 
Manager Teresa Fierro said. “Seeing the miracles 
firsthand is such an impactful experience.” 

Since 2014, more than 60 Guild members have 
participated in the shadowing experience – some 
more than once. Another 45 are expected to 
participate in 2016.

The program began shortly before the 
all-volunteer membership voted on a new 
funding goal: $1 million endowments each 
to the Child Life Program and Spiritual Care 
Services, and $2 million to The Willson 
Heart Center.

Members spend about an hour in each area, and 
these often-emotional experiences give them 
even more insight into those critical functions 
and needs.

The $4 million in endowments will contribute to 
continued growth, success and technological 
innovations like the Melody valve, a minimally 
invasive heart valve replacement procedure that 
can help some children avoid open-heart surgery. 
The Guilds have already raised $1 million in a 
single year – a record start to meeting the Guilds’ 
funding goals. 

Shadowing Program Offers Unique Experience 

“I was committed before, but the shadowing 
experience has made this more personal and 
meaningful. It was such an eye-opener.”

– Sharon Fisher, La Feliz Guild
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Legacy of Healing
More than 20 years ago, a neighbor invited 
Noreen Wade to join one of the 14 Guilds 
that help support Valley Children’s.

Wade became a member of La Comida – the 
Guild known for its annual holiday home 
tour. She has since devoted thousands of 
volunteer hours to Valley Children’s, inspired 
greatly by a hospital tour and glimpse of the 
tiny neonatal intensive care unit babies. 

“I was just stunned,” Wade, the 2014-15 
chair of the Guilds’ coordinating council, said. 
“It hit my heart and I’ve been involved 
ever since.”

Her latest goal is an effort to assure that Guild 
members know about planned giving and the 
Legacies of Healing Society, which celebrates 
donors who provide for Valley Children’s 
in estate plans. Wade speaks often about 
planned giving and is working on enhancing 
the marketing and communication strategies 
of the program.

“I want the Guilds to become better informed 
and see how easy it can be to leave a legacy,” 
she said. “It’s a fulfilling experience.”

Through planned giving, Valley Children’s is 
remembered in an estate or will. The donor 
can be honored while living for leaving a 
legacy that will live on for generations.

The Legacies of Healing Society is an 
opportunity to celebrate the Guilds’ 
important role as ambassadors in sharing 
planned giving opportunities. Since 1949, 
the Guilds and their 1,200 volunteer 
members have been Valley Children’s 
largest financial contributors, raising 
more than $27 million.

Wade and her husband, Leif, are providing 
for Valley Children’s as part of their estate 
planning and are proud members of the 
Legacies of Healing Society. She remains 
committed to the mission and work of 
the Guilds.

“I love helping the hospital and the kids,” 
Wade said. “It’s all for the little ones.”

Noreen Wade
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Major Gifts
Parnagian Family Supporting Child Life Services

Improving Access to Healthcare

The Parnagian family extended their generous support of 
Valley Children’s with $1 million to establish the Sam and Gladys 
Parnagian Child Life Endowment and $500,000 to assist other 
areas of need. To honor the owners of Fowler Packing 
Company, the playground at a future Fowler specialty care 
center will bear the Parnagian name.

“We are truly blessed to be able to support the vital mission of 
Valley Children’s Healthcare,” Dennis Parnagian, president of 
the company, said.

A $1 million gift from Bee Sweet Citrus furthers Valley Children’s plans for 
an outpatient specialty care center in Fowler. This joint venture with 
Adventist Health/Central Valley Network will improve healthcare access 
for company employees and area families. The center’s pediatric service 
area will be named for Bee Sweet Citrus.

“We are happy to support Valley Children’s and look forward to welcoming 
our new neighbor,” Jim Marderosian, president of Bee Sweet Citrus, said.

“Starting with my parents Sam and Gladys, each generation of the Parnagian family has been passionate 
about helping children. We are fortunate to have Valley Children’s in our backyard and grateful that our 
gift can help assure the future of this tremendous community resource.”

– Dennis Parnagian, President, Fowler Packing Company
“Valley Children’s new partnership with Adventist Health/Central Valley Network is a much-needed 
addition to Fowler’s growing residential community. Not only will the new medical facility assist many 
of Bee Sweet’s employees, it will also benefit numerous parents and children in and around the 
surrounding areas. We’re thrilled to be a part of such an amazing project.”

– Jim Marderosian, President, Bee Sweet Citrus
Leaving a Legacy
Visalia philanthropist Leota Burton was known for 
volunteer work, charitable contributions and compassion 
toward children. She died at age 101, ensuring her legacy 
through a $445,000 estate gift to Valley Children’s.

“Living near a grade school, she often opened her front door 
just to listen to the sounds of children playing,” friend and 
caregiver Linda Reese said. “She had a generous spirit, and her 
donation to Valley Children’s reflects her priorities in life.”

“Leota volunteered her time and also regularly 
contributed to many charities that benefit children. 
She saw a lot of underprivileged kids as a volunteer, 
and I believe there is a connection between that work 
and her generous donation to Valley Children’s.”

– Linda Reese, longtime friend and caregiver
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Annual Events
Harvest Ball President’s Fund

Kids Day
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals & Partners

More than 900 guests attended the 19th Annual Harvest Ball and raised $701,000 for Valley Children’s. The event featured video profiles of families whose 
children – Hunter Jameson (non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma), Davey Jean Prickett (congenital heart defects), and the Parmers (Peyton, born prematurely, and 
Jamie, leukemia) – received life-saving treatment at Valley Children’s.

New in 2015, the President’s Fund gives donors the opportunity to make 
a broad impact on the care we provide to our patients and families. We 
thank all members for their annual philanthropic investments that benefit 
our greatest needs, inspire innovation, and help ensure that the families 
we serve have the resources they need.

“I am very thankful to President’s Fund members whose donations have already allowed us to train five new child passenger safety technicians, 
inspect over 30 car seats for proper installation and provide many seats to families who didn’t have the ability to purchase proper equipment for their children. 
There are many Central Valley families who are transporting their children much more safely thanks to the generosity of our President’s Fund members”

– Kristina Pasma, Trauma Nurse Liaison

Neymar Mendez of Corcoran sparkled as ambassador of Valley Children’s 28th annual Kids Day. Neymar, who has Down syndrome, and his family relied 
on the Hospital’s sophisticated medical team as he battled a congenital heart defect, cancer and other health issues. His courage helped inspire donations 
of $547,000 

A partnership with Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals (CMNH) generated $1.75 million in support of Valley Children’s. Our Hospital is one of 
170 members in the U.S. and Canada that benefit from CMNH’s relationships with corporations and organizations. Fundraising for hospitals like 
Valley Children’s is one way that CMNH and its partners help save children’s lives.
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$1 Million & Above
Bee Sweet Citrus
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals & Partners*
The Guilds of Valley Children’s Hospital**
The Mitchell Family Foundation
The Parnagian Family

$250,000 - $999,999
Ms. Leota Burton
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Campos
Legacy Foundation Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Steele Jr.
Table Mountain Rancheria
Wonderful Giving

$100,000 - $249,999
ABC30
Mrs. Barbara A. Berberian
Bernard & Maxine te Velde Dairy
Burford Family Farms
Emergency Medicine Physicians
The Fresno Bee
E & J Gallo Winery
Mr. & Mrs. Nigel Grech
Hanchett Family
Happy Hearts
The Hearst Foundations
Mr. Don B. Huntley
Leon S. Peters Foundation
River Park Partners, LLC
Lance & Jamie Mouw
Ruiz Food Products, Inc.
Taco Bell Restaurants

$50,000 - $99,999
Kevin & Elizabeth Chappell
Kohl’s
Producers Dairy Foods, Inc.
Save Mart
The Bill & Linda Smittcamp Family
St. Baldrick’s Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Te Velde, Sr.
The Bennett Family Foundation Fund 
at the Central Valley Community Foundation
Wells Fargo Bank

$25,000 - $49,999
Mr. Thomas Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Betterton
CDW Government
Derrel’s Mini Storage, Inc.
Pickett Solar
Mrs. Billie Louise Fike
Mrs. Shirley Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Freels
Mark & Linda Hurst
Journey of Hopes and Dreams Foundation
M & V Knutson
Lance-Kashian & Company
Land O’Lakes Foundation
The Matty Matoian Family
Mr. & Mrs. Max Flaming
Radin Foundation
Reveas Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Satkowiak, MD
Robert M Shapazian
Dr. & Mrs. Russell Shroyer
Significance Foundation - Edward Tang Family Foundation

Simply Foods
Mr. & Mrs. Richard F. Spencer
Woolf Farming

$10,000 - $24,999
500 Club Casino
Actagro, LLC
Agriland Farming Co., Inc.
Ahart Insurance Services
Mr. Steven Anderson
Automated Office Systems
B-K Lighting, Inc.
Tom & Kim Beck
Borba Agribusiness Services
Mr. & Mrs. Mark M. Borba
Mr. John B. Brelsford
Mr. & Mrs. David Britz
G.L. Bruno Family Foundation
Buchanan High School
Campos Land Company
Carlos Vieira Foundation, Inc.
Central Valley Petroleum Golf Invitational
Child’s Play Charity
Blair & Ninette Cunnings
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Dalich
George & Karen Daoudian
DERCO FOODS
Double Creek Dairy
Drive for Life
Emmett’s Excavation, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Fagundes
Ray & Kaye Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Ray T. Fisher, Jr.
Mrs. Alyce Fourchy

Fresno Lexus
Fresno Truck Center
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Good
Mr. Robert Pugh & Mrs. Beverly Hayden-Pugh
J.L. Marquez Properties, LLC.
JD Food
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Keiser
Kings River Packing, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. David Krause
Betty J. Lynch
Ms. Vernell W. Marquez
Mr. & Mrs. James Maxey
Jeff & Melanie Mayer
Mercedes Benz of Fresno
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Meyers
Mid Valley Financial Services
MLF Insurance Services, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Dwight G. Nelson
Occu-Med
Pediatric Anesthesia Associates Medical Group, Inc. and  
 Pediatric Critical Care Consultants
Pediatric Cardiology Medical Associates of Central CA., Inc.
PG&E Corporation Campaign for the Community
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck S. Quinn
Rambis Charitable Group, Inc.
The Wonderful Company and the 
Resnick Family Foundation
Resource Lenders
Ritchie Trucking Service
Riverstone Development, LLC
Rock’n JK Farms
Rope for Kids
S.C. Anderson, Inc.
Mr. Craig Saladino
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Schaad
Mrs. Eulalie H. Schoemaker
Mr. Hogi Selling
St. John’s Festa, Inc.
Sunnyland Mills

Mr. & Mrs. Todd Suntrapak
Tarlton and Son, Inc.
Terra Family Foundation
The CarMax Foundation
Thiesen Dueker Group
United Way California Capital Region
United Way of Fresno County
Valley Wide Beverage Company, Inc
Mr. & Mrs. Leif A. Wade
Ted & Michele Waldron
Ms. Leanne Walker-Grant
WDS, Inc.
Wishon Radiological Medical Group, Inc.
Jody & Larry Young

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous (2)
American Ambulance
Arquitectura Del Ser
Arthur J Gallagher & Co Insurance Brokers of California Inc.
Ms. Bertha Avila
Mr. Thomas R. Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Barsamian
Mrs. Esther Bishel
Mr. & Mrs. James A. Briscoe
Mr. Steve Brock
Dr. Joel Brownell & Dr. Jolie Limon
Ms. LaNita Burkhead
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew S. Byers
E. Pusey Cain & Dorothy M. Cain
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Campos
Central California Heart and Lung Surgery
Charles Ahlem Ranch
Drs. David & Lenore Christensen
John & Veronica Coelho
Color the Skies
Mr. Ralph J. Cross Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel E. Davis
Desert Acres Ranch
Mr. & Mrs. Nat M. DiBuduo Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Donaghy
E & C Ranch
Ed Dena’s Auto Center
EYE-Q Vision Care
First 5 Madera County
FLR & Adelaide Burks Trust
Foster Poultry Farms
The Bertha and John Garabedian Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Garry D. Gilders
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gleason
Mr. & Mrs. Michael W. Goldring
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Gragnani
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Gregory
Dr. Michael Habibe
Mrs. Kathleen Hagen
Horstmann Financial and Insurance Services
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Horstmann
Mr. Richard A. Johanson
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Katayama
Mr. & Mrs. Randy J. Keiser
Mendy Laval & Khaled Alkotob
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Maring
Med-Trans Corporation
Mendiburu Magic Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Richard L. Moors
Mr. & Mrs. David Nalchajian
Mr. Julius Nielsen
Orloff Jewelers
Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Pace
Richard M. Powell
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Proctor
Ripon Chamber Foundation
Sacramento Container Corp
Sandridge Partners
Dr. & Mrs. J. Charles Smith
Tachi Palace Hotel & Casino
The Sence Foundation
The Swager Family Trust
Valley State Prison
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Vance

We love supporting Valley Children’s Hospital because of the loving, compassionate, 
knowledgeable group of people that takes care of your children like they would their 
own. Truly they are angels watching over your child.
Trisha Iest
Grateful parent

ABC30 Telethon
Ace Hardware Corporation
Chico’s FAS, Inc.
CO-OP Financial Services
Costco Wholesale Corporation
Credit Union for Kids
Entravision Communications
Extra Life
Great Clips, Inc.

IHOP Restaurants 
KISS Country Radiothon
Kiwanis International
Kroger 
Long John Silver’s
Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores
McLane Company, Inc.
Miss America Organization
Panda Restaurant Group, Inc.

Phi Delta Epsilon 
Phi Mu
Rite Aid Corporation
Radio LAZER
RADIO Merced Radiothon
RE/MAX
Sigma Chi Fraternity
Walmart Stores, Inc.
Wheel of Fortune

Alegria Guild
Holiday Guild
Padrinos Guild
Kings Guild
La Comida Guild
La Feliz Guild
La Sierra Guild

La Tienda Guild
La Visionaria Guild
Las Madrinas Guild
Los Niños Guild
Los Rancheros Guild
Sequoia Guild
Tenaya Guild

* Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals & Partners include: ** The Guilds of Valley Children’s Hospital include:

Donor List Valley Children’s gratefully recognizes new gifts, multiyear pledges and payments on past years’ pledges during the 2015 calendar year. 
Cumulative giving totals are listed on our donor wall at the main hospital and our website at donate.valleychildrens.org/donorreport.
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Walter & Wilhelm Law Group
Westside Produce
Wilbur-Ellis Company
Wild Electric, Inc.
Jane H. Willson & Malcolm MacDonald, M.D.

$2,500 - $4,999
Aflac
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Allen
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Allshouse
Andrew Gomez Dream Foundation
Apple, Inc.
Ardagh Group
Baker, Manock & Jensen
Baker, Peterson & Franklin, CPA, LLP
Bank of America
Dr. Sahar S. Barayan
Mrs. Joan Barnes
Mr. Ryan Berrios
Bueno Beverage Company
Mr. & Mrs. JD Burnett
Mr. Walter Bursey
CJ Bush Trust
Ms. Becky Carlson
Mr. David E. Carlucci
Caruthers District Fair
Coca-Cola Enterprises, Inc.
Cyberonics, Inc.
DB Coffee Fresno, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Ago J. Dermenjian
Destination Wealth Management, Inc.
Ms. Susan Doherty
Donaghy Sales, LLC
Ms. Elizabeth Downs

Mr. & Mrs. James Eagles
EHS Medical Group
First Southern Baptist Church of Madera
Dr. John Nichols & Dr. Linda Fraley
Fresno Unified School District
Frito-Lay, Inc.
Vincent & Diane Genco
Mr. Randall Guerrero
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Hanson
Health Net
Mr. & Mrs. David Hodge, Jr.
Mr. Joe Holstein
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Hopkins
Jessie Hudgins
Dr. Philip W. Hyden, MD, JD, FAAP
Karahadian Comprehensive Dental
Robert H. Kezirian, MD
Kingsburg Cancer Volunteers
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Kisling
Kyoto Kagaku Co, LTD
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Lacroix
Mr. & Mrs. Jones Lai
Dr. & Mrs. Paul C. Lebby
Mr. Greg Linehan
Lithia Nissan of Clovis
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Lykos
Magana Income Tax, Inc.
Bogden & Christie Marina
Medline Industries, Inc.
MSZ Resource Group, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Murphy
My Kid’s Dentist & Orthodontics
Nestle
North Fresno Rotary Club
Olam Farming, Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert O’Rourke
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Mr. & Mrs. Alberto Palma
Paul McDougal Marketing, Inc.
Pelco by Schneider Electric
Pepsi Bottling Group, LLC
Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Pietz
P-R Farms, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Predmore
Pro Citrus Network, Inc.
Pure Training Studio, Inc.
Respiratory Care Services RRR Committee
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Safe Kids Worldwide
Christopher Shauger
Mr. & Mrs. David R. Singh
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Sloan
Mr. Cliff Henes & Mrs. Debbie Smades-Henes
Society of Saint Jorge
Douglas Tamura, MD
Tangram Interiors
The Brownie Baker, Inc.
The Doctor’s Management Company
The Law Offices of Stephenson, Acquisto, & Colman
The Law Offices of William C. Hahesy
Bradley Towers
Mary G. Trichell
Ms. Betty Underberg Tritten
United Way of Stanislaus County
United Way of Tulare County
Ms. Jenni Villane
Mr. & Mrs. Riley C. Walter
Westech Systems, Inc.
Marlene Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Rick P. Wolf, Jr.

Yogurtland
Mr. Michael Yoshikami

$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous (5)
AAA Recycling
Rogelio Acosta Vazquez
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Adams
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Drs. Virgil & Mary Airola
Mr. Roberto Alvarado
Mr. Francisco Alvarado-Murillo
AmeriPark, LLC
Andrade Investments
John & Patricia Areias
Jennifer Armendariz
Ms. Catherine Armstrong
Ms. Leigh-Anne Aschenbrenner
Mrs. Kristine Aubry
Audi, BMW, Porsche of Fresno
Bairos Recycling, Inc.
Bakersfield Rotary West Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Michael F. Ball
Cam Baparai
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Barker
Barnett Refrigeration, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Barroso
Bar-S Foods Co.
Mr. Travis Beck
Ms. Maria Belo
Dr. & Mrs. David M. Bergdahl
Ms. Shelly Berlund
Mr. Matt Billingsley
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Blair
Mr. Edward E. Blake
Blue Diamond Growers
BMW of Fresno
Mrs. Betty Bogosian

Marvin & Janell Boldt
Gene & Linda Bower
Ms. Karen Brar
Mr. J Guadalupe Bravo
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bunker
Ms. Emma Caballero
California Fresh Brands Pismo LLC
California Realty Capital, Inc.
Carl Nelson Insurance Agency, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Larry M. Carlson
Mr. Israel Castaneda
Mr. & Mrs. Gary D. Catron
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Caviglia
Central California Implement Company
Central California Neuropsychology Associates, Inc.
Central Valley NMTC Fund, LLC
Charles S. Mosesian Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Armand Chavez
Mr. Vicente Chavez
Chevron Humankind Employee Funds
Mr. David J. Chun
Clovis North High School
Cohen Communications
Mr. Harris Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory and Jessica Coleman
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Collins
Ms. Kimberly A. Collins
ConAgra Foods
Robert & Klytia Cozzi
Mr. Pablo Cruz
Mr. Greg Cucullu
Dr. Elizabeth Cudilo
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel N. Cunningham
Cycle Shop LLC
D & G Chopping
Houshang Dadgostar
Dr. Karen Dahl
David & Carolyn Johnson Family Fund

David Te Velde Dairy
DaVita
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell T. Day
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Day
Mr. John J. Deegan
Mr. & Mrs. Charles DeGroot
Denair Civic Association
Mr. & Mrs. David D. Dever
DeYoung Properties - Team 5
Mr. Mitch Donnelly
Mr. & Mrs. Craig S. Duerr
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Dulcich
Mr. Ed Dunkel
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Dyer
Mr. Paul Gibson & Mrs. Joan Eaton
Mr. & Mrs. Fred C. Ede
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Efird
El Rancho Market
Elgorriaga Harvesting, Inc.
Eli Lilly & Company Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Elkins
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Elliott
Mr. Randy Embers
Mr. Chuck Estabrook
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Etchegaray
F & T Farms
Mr. Corey Farnsworth
Bobby & Valerie Fena
Cecilia Ferrer-Heyne
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Fidalgo
Ms. Patricia Figueroa
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Fike
Ms. Tillie Finn
Dr. David Fischer
Mr. Juan Flores
Dr. & Mrs. James C. Forsythe
Mrs. Kristi Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Foth

The Tribal Membership of Table Mountain Rancheria are grateful that they are blessed 
with the ability to give back to our community and Valley Children’s Hospital.

Table Mountain Rancheria

Donor List

Hospitals are not for healthy patients. Valley Children’s Hospital is an environment 
where voices are heard and where they care for patients, which become their family. 
They use the full extent of their knowledge, abilities and skills to heal this world that is 
hurting. Legacy Foundation is proud to partner with this team!
Rick Hutcheson
Board Member and Grant Researcher, Legacy Foundation 2015 Annual Report2015 Annual Report 6362



Freshko Produce Services, LLC
Fresno Infiniti, Inc.
Rob & Sherry Fritts
Mr. Salvador Fuentes
Mr. Lloyd Fegundes
Mr. Jose Gallegos
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Garcia
Mr. Juan Garcia
Mr. Luis Garcia
Dr. & Mrs. John V. Gates
Genentech, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ghiglieri
Mr. & Mrs. Danny A. Ghilarducci
The Gibson Family
Gong Ventures Inc.
Mr. Jesus Gonzalez
Mr. Charles P. Gorini
Mr. Spencer M. Greene
Mr. Leith Griffith
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Griffith, CLU
Jeanne & Bill Gundacker
Annurag Gupta
Mr. Jose Guzman
H.J. Baker & Bro., Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Harris
Dr. & Mrs. William Hastrup
Mr. Daryl Hellwig
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin T. Helon
Mr. Manuel Hernandez
Mr. Eduardo Higa
Dee Lacy, M.D. & David Hill
John & Luann Hudson
Hunter’s Hope International Foundation
I Love Sushi Japanese Bistro, Inc.
Independent Pool and Spa Service Association, Inc.
J.D. Heiskell & Co.
Mr. Dillon Jay

Mrs. Barbara J. Jenkins
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas B. Jensen
Mr. Brian Johnson
Ms. Bernadine Jones
Ms. Constance Jordan
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Jura
K4 Management
Kane & Mengshol
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Keller
Ms. Janey Kinney
Ms. Diane Kirk
Mr. & Mrs. David N. Knudson
Mr. & Mrs. T. Scott Knutson
Mr. Chris Kragie
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Kruse
L. Hardy Farms
Dr. Thomas Lam and Shee Hing Chow 
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Laningham
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Larios
Mr. Ruben Larios Romero
Mr. Steven Leach
Mr. Fred Leavitt
Leprino Foods
Mr. Manuel Leyva
Colby & Nicole Linder
Ms. Ella Listar
Mr. Andres Loen
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Loo
Mr. Robert Lopez
Mr. Robert Loquaci
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Lutz
Lyles Diversified, Inc.
Mr. Barry W. Maas
Mr. August Madrigal
Malt-O-Meal
Marshall Packing Company
Mr. Jose Martinez

Ms Teresa Massaro
Maxco Supply, Inc.
Mr. Jeffrey L. McAdoo
Mrs. Margaret McClure
McCormick Barstow LLP
Ms. Michelle McGaughy
Mr. Lance McMillan
Mr. & Mrs. Howard McMullen
Ms. Karlene L. Meador
Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt Marketplace at El Paseo
Mr. Moises Mendez
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Mendiburu
Drs. David & Linda Merzel
Mike McGaughy’s Classic Chevy Parts, Inc.
Milano Restaurants International, Inc.
Mission Foods
Moms Club of Fresno Central
Ms. Ruth Moore
Ms. Sandra Moua
Lynne Murphy Davis
N E Patriots Foundation
Mr. Ty Nakagawa
Nalchajian Orthodontics
Chuck & Judy Nesbit
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nickel
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Nord
Northern Carrier
Novo Nordisk, Inc.
Mr. Gustavo Navarro
Mr. Jaime Navarro
Mr. Luis Navarro
Mr. Rodrigo Navarro
Mr. Juan Navarro Witrago
Mr. Walter Navarro-Estrada
Oil Stop
Mr. & Mrs. Mart B. Oller, IV
Mr. Daniel Orejel

Dr. Carolyn L. O’Rourke
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon A. Osmus
Dale & Dinorah Overbay
Mrs. & Mr. Elsa Ozuna-Richards
John & Lori Pape
Ms. Angela N. Parnagian
Pearson Realty
Mrs. Carolyn Peck
Mr. Alfonso Perez
Albert & Florence Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Petersen
Mr. Bob Pettigrew
Mr. David Phipps
Mr. & Mrs. Guadalupe Picon
Philip & Judy Pierre
Plaza Palace Inc.
Pleasant Valley State Prison
Dr. & Mrs. William J. Podolsky
Dr. Brent Powell
Mr. Steven Press
Harris & Linda Prieto
Dr. & Mrs. James V. Prochazka
R&R Truck and Trailer Repair
Rabobank, N.A.
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis G. Ralston
Mr. Martin Ramirez
Mr. Gilbert Rascon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Redman
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Refuerzo
Ms. Karen Reid
Mr. Ruben Reyes
Richard Bagdasarian, Inc.
Adeline Ritchie Charitable Trust
Mr. Paul F. Ritter
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Robson
Mr. Andrew Roeder
Rollin Valley Dairy
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Roque
Mr. Justin Rutledge
Mr. Armando Salinas
San Joaquin Chemicals, Inc.

Mr. Sonny Sanchez
Dr. New Sang
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Sanouvong
Santa Rosa Rancheria
Mr. Robert Saroyan
Mr. Erik Sasin
Ms. Leslie Satre
Mr. & Mrs. Phil E. Schuh
Selma Auto Mall
Mr. Ambrosio Serrato
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Shaffer
Mr. John Shamshoian
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Sherrill
Mr. & Mrs. James Sherwood
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Shimamoto
Short Track Management, LLC
Drs. Aleli Siongco & Steven D. Cachero
Mr. Supot Siriphand
Mr. Freddie Smith
Ms. Helen C. Snyder
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Solomon
Sons of Italy in America, Colombo-Stella Lodge #1149
Sons of Italy United Lodges of the San Joaquin Valley
Mr. Edward Stacy & Ms. Gloria Liu
Stammer, McKnight, Barnum & Bailey, LLP
Stamoules Produce Co.
Mr. Michael Stark
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Stolpestad
Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Suryn
Mr. Alejandro Tafolla
Dr. Cindy Tai
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Thaxter
The American Bottling Co.
The Bulldog Foundation
Mr. Hersch Thompson
Tony’s Fine Foods
Toretta Farms
Mr. Michael Torosian
Mr. Juan Torres
Tum E-Yummies
Ultra Gro Plant Food Company

United States Cold Storage, Inc.
Mr. James Valle
Valley Ice One
Valley Packline Solutions, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Van Duyn
Mr. Louis M. Vasquez Jr.
Mr. Ramiro Velasquez
Visalia Chapter California H.O.G.
Mr. Chris Visser
Mr. Johan Wall
The Walt Disney Company
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Webster, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. Wheatley, MD
Wholesale Grocers, Inc.
Mr. David Williams
Tom Williams
Ms. Patricia Winkler
Ms. Susan Wisniewski & Mr. John Matsuoka
Mr. Robert Wolfe
Woltjer Ranches
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Yamamoto
Mr. & Mrs. Todd F. Yingling
Dr. Geneva Young
Mr. Victor Zabala
Mr. Thomas C. Zavesky

There is no cause more deserving of our support here in the Valley. The affinity that 
Valley Children’s enjoys is unmatched, earned with its total commitment to providing 
world-class healthcare to our children. We are so fortunate to have Valley Children’s 
Hospital, but it would not be possible without the power of philanthropy.
Paul McDougal
Valley Children’s Foundation Board Chair

Donor List

As a business owner, there are so many opportunities to invest in our community. 
Along with my church, Valley Children’s is the pinnacle for me. Having the chance 
to ensure the best healthcare for the kids in our Valley is one of the biggest gifts.
Chris Kisling
President’s Fund Member 2015 Annual Report2015 Annual Report 6564



When you give to Valley Children’s, you help fund the services, programs, equipment and 

operations that build better tomorrows for thousands of patients who depend on us for care.

Make An Online Donation 
Secured by Verisign and powered by Blackbaud, our online giving portal 

provides a safe, quick way to contribute. Visit donate.valleychildrens.org today.

Mail A Check Payable To Valley Children’s Healthcare Foundation 

Send your contribution to: 

Valley Children’s Healthcare Foundation 

9300 Valley Children’s Place, Madera, CA  93636-8762

If you do not want to receive further fundraising communications from Valley Children’s, 

please contact the Foundation, 9300 Valley Children’s Place M/S PC17, Madera, CA  93636; 

call 559-353-7100; or email foundation@valleychildrens.org. 

How to Join a Guild 
We invite you to participate in a rewarding endeavor by becoming a member of one of our Guilds. 

Each one takes a unique approach to fundraising, from events hosted to membership requirements.

Learn how you can become part of a valued tradition. 

Contact the Guilds office at 559-353-7145 or guilds@valleychildrens.org.  

How to Volunteer 
Valley Children’s values our volunteers, who range in age from 13 to 90+ and give their time on either an ongoing or short-term basis. 

Most volunteers interact directly with patients by playing games, reading books and assisting with arts and crafts at the bedside or in the 

Robert M. Shapazian Child Life Center.

Volunteers also deliver crafts, magazines and movies to patients, assist in the Gift Shop, and provide support for our various clinics, 

offices and information desks. Each year, approximately 500 volunteers help care for our patients, and you could be one of them.

Contact the volunteer office at 559-353-5222 or visit donate.valleychildrens.org/volunteers.

How to Give

We value our donors and wish to recognize each one. While we make every effort to be as accurate as possible, 

we apologize if we overlooked any individual, company or organization or made any errors in reporting.

If you find an error, please do us the favor of letting us know by calling the Valley Children’s Foundation at 559-353-7100.

Produced by the Marketing & Communications department of Valley Children’s 2015 Annual Report2015 Annual Report 6766
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